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Post-Amerikan 

Anyone can be a member of the Post 
staff except maybe Ed Rust. All 
you have to do is come to the 
meetings and do one of the many 
different exciting tasks necessary 
for the smooth operation of a paper 
like this. You start work at 
nothing per hour, and stay there. 
Everyone is paid the same. Ego 
gratification and good karma are 
the fringe benefits. 

Decisions are made collectively by 
staff members at one of our regular 
meetings. All workers have an equal 
voice. The Post-Amerikan has no 
editor or hierarchical structure, so 
quit calling up here and asking who's 
in charge. 

Anybody who reads this paper can tell 
the type of stuff we print. All 
worthwhile material is welcome. We 
try-to choose articles that are timely, 
relevant, informative, and not avail­
able in other local media. We will 
not print anything racist, sexist, o r  
ageist. 

Alchoholics Anonymous--828-5049. 

American Civil Liberties Union-- 452-3634 
Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-:::4035 
Community for Social Action--452-4867 
Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005 
Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326 
Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Social 

Security Admin. )--829-9436 
· Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311 

Gay Action/ Awareness Union--828-6935 
G ay National Educational Switchboard--

800-227-0888 
Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 829-7868 
HELP (Transportation for handicapped and sr. 

citizens)--828-8301 
Ill. Lawyer Referral Service--800-252-8916 
Kaleidoscope--828-7346 
Lighthouse--828-1371 
McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363 
McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351 
Men's Rap Gro�--828-6935 
Mobile Meals (meals for shut-ins)--828-8301 

I want a 12-issue subscription 
the Post-Amerikan! I'm sending 
$J.OO. 
Name. ________________ _ 

Address ____ .,.-_________ _ 

City, State, Zip _________ _ 

Extra Line�---�-------� 
(for only $4 more, you can get a 
T-shirt too) 

August, 1979 

Most of our material and inspiration 
for material comes from the community. 

Wi encourage you, the reader, to 
become more than a reader. 
We welcome all stories and tips for 
stories, which you can mail to our 
office (the address is at the end 
of this rap). The deadline this 
month is July 11. 

If You'd like to work on the Post and/ 
or come to meetings, call us. The 
number is 828-7232. You can also 
reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for 
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day. 

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50 
copies on which you make only 10¢ a 
copy. Call us at 828-7232. 

Mail, which we more than welcome, 
should be sent to: The Post-Amerikan, 
P.O. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701. 
(Be sure you tell us if you don't want 

your letter printed! Otherwise it's . 
likely to end up in our letters column.) 

National Health Care Services (abortion assist­
ance in Peoria)--691-9073 

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000 
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free) 

Occupational Development Center--828-7324 
PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--

827-4005 
Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH) 
Planned Parenthood--827-8025 
Post-Amerikan--828-7232 • 

Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021 
Project OZ--827-0377 
Public Aid, McLean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621 
Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 
SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)--

438-7619 
Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223 
Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428 
Tele Care--828-8301 
Unemployment Compensation/Employment 

Office--827-6237 
United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046 
Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 

Pus' Sellers 
BLOOMINGTON 
Book Hive, 103 W. Front 
Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit 

Page 2 

Samba's Restaurant, Washington & Beltline 
Medusa's Adult World, 420 N. Madison 
The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main 
South West Corner--Front & Main 
Downtown Postal Substation, 
Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit) 
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market 
Harris' Market, '302 N. Morris 
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington 
Biasi' s Drug Store, 217 N. Main 
Discount Den, 207 N. Main 
U-1 Grocery, 918 W. Market 
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland 
Bus Depot, 523 N. East 
The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton 
Pat's Billiard Supply, 801 W. Market 

Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee 
Mel-0-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Majn 
Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire 
Doug's Motorcycle, 809 S. Morris Ave. 
K-Mart, at parking lot exit 
Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main 
Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market 
Pantagraph Building (in front) 
North East Corner--Main & Washington 

NORMAL 
University Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort 
Redbird IGA, 301 S. · Main 
Mother Murphy's 111 1/2 North St. 
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall 
Eisner's, E. College (near sign) 
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St. 
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU 
Baker's Dqzen Donuts, 602 Kingsley 
Cage, ISU Student Union 
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North 
Upper Cut, 1203 1/2 S. Main 

OUTTA TOWN 
Galesburg:' Under The Sun, E. Main St. 
Monmouth: Head's Up 
Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adams 

Sound Warehouse, 3217 N. University 
Decatur: Coop Tapes and Records, 

1470 Pershing 
Springfield: King Harvest Food Coop, 

1131 S. Grand Ave. East 
Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S. 

Goodwin 

I want a colorful Post-Amerikan 
T-shirt! I'm sending $4.00 . 
Name 
Addr_e_s_s 

____________

_
_ _ 

City, State, Zip ___ ______ _ 

Extra Line _ __,----------� 

The Correct Line _________ _ 

(for only $J more, you can get a 
subscription too) 
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Bloomington's· Willer: 
how dangerous is it? 

Although fue high level of nitrates in Bloomington's 
water is common nowadays, the situation is not 
nearly as safe as local officials would have you 
believe. 

Nitrate-laced drinking water may be fatal to in­
fants, it may damage older children's reflexes, 
and it is most likely linked to cancer. 

Yet McLean County Health Dept. Director Ben 
Boyd flatly told the Pantagraph that the nitrate 
level "is not a public health hazard. " 

The city stopped drawing its water from Lake 
Bloomington in mid-June after the Environmental 
Protection Agency (E:P A) measured 13 milligrams 
of nitrate per liter of water on June 4. (Bloom­
ington switched to Evergreen Lake; Normal gets 
its water from wells. ) 

Both the EPA and the U. S. Public Health Se rvice 
consider 10 milligrams of nitrate per liter to be 
the safe limit for drinking water. A liter, by the 
way, is just a hair bigger than a quart. 

The main reason for the safety limit is a disease 
called methemoglobinemia (or "blue baby") 
which is potentially fatal to infants. The disease 
involves a nitrate-caused change in the baby's 
hemoglobin that reduces its ability to use oxygen. 
The body chemistry of newborns makes them 
particularly susceptible to methemoglobinemia. 

There are a number of recorded cases where 
methemoglobinemia caused by drinking nitrate­
laced water proved fatal. There are also large 
numbers of non-fatal cases that were caused by 
drinking water that contained little more than the 
10 milligram limit. 

Boyd did mention methemoglobinemia to the 
Pantagraph, but he implied that it was not a 
factor at the 13 milligram level. He also said 
it was dangerous only to infants under one year 
old. 

Yet some studies have shown distinct reductions 
in motor skills of children at nitrate levels of 
26 milligrams per liter. In other words, chil­
dren-'"-not babies--who drank water that had only 
twice as much nitrate in it as Bloomingt on's 
water did June 4 md notably slower reflexes 
than children who drank water containing only 2 
milligrams of nitrate. 

Finally, the Pantagraph boldly stated that "ni­
trate is not the same as nitrite, the chemical 
found in bacon that is being investigated as a 
cause of cancer and birth defects. " 

The truth is that sqme of the nitrate is turned 
into nitrite inside your stomach. No �e knows 
how much or e xactly what the consequences are. 

And cancer-causing chemicals like nitrite are 
probably similar to radiation: no amount is en­
tirely safe, because it takes a change in only one 
cell to give you cancer. 

Nonetheless, the health director brushed off the 
EPA's requirement that the city notify all its 
residents of the high nitrate level. The problem, 
said Boyd, was "not a public one, but a legal 
one. " 

The nitrate level would have to increase to 100 
to 150 milligrams per liter before a public health 
hazard would be declared, Boyd told the Panta­
graph. Yet most of the reported methoglobinemia 
cases in a Minnesota survey were caused by 

drinking water containing fewer than 150 milli-, 
grams of nitrate, and the EPA has set the safe 
level at 10 milligrams. 

Furthermore, a federal study indicated that 
average Americans take 100 milligrams of ni­
trate and 10 milligrams of nitrite into their bod­
ies every day, mainly from food. You'd have to 
drink about two gallons of Bloomington's water 
to get that much nitrate. 

No one knows how much of the nitrate turns into 
nitrite, and the government is likely to ban ni­
trite from all foods quite soon--precisely be­
cause it almost certainly causes cancer. 

Water water everywhere, and 
Nitrates are only one of the pollutants that foul 
up and frequently cause the cycle of life in our 
lakes and streams to break down completely. 

This life cycle is the process that would keep our 
lakes clean if we didn't keep dumping so much 
stuff into them. Briefly and a bit simplistically,• 
the cycle consists of the following four steps: 

--Aquatic animals produce organic-wastes by 
living and dying. 

--Micro-organisms that require oxygen convert 
the organic wastes into inorganic nitrate, phos­
phate and carbon dioxide. 

--Algae reconvert the inorganics to organic sub­
stances (plants) through photosynthesis, which 
adds oxygen to the water. 

--Animals then eat the plants, which leads us 
back to step one. 

If we put too much of one thing into the water, we 
mess up the cycle. For instance, if we add a lot 
of nitrate and phosphate, they cause a very 
rapid growth of algae. But the algae can't keep 
growing forever. They get too crowded and die 
from lack of light--which then leaves too much 
organic debris for the :micro-organisms to use 
up. 

Incidentally, if there is too much organic matter, 
the micro-organisms will use up all the oxygen, 
and the fish will die. 

An explanation of how most sewage treatment 
plants work will show how you can't ignore the 
whole cycle when trying to get rid of a surplus 
of one of the elements. 

Since there is too much organic matter in our 
sewage--shit and potato peels--we aerate the 
sewage at treatment plants. This gives the 
micro-organisms enough oxygen to turn most of 
the organic material into inorganics like phos­
phate and nitrate. 

Of course, the inorganics encourage the algae, 
the algae dies, and we soon have a lot of organic 
materials in the water anyway. 

What we're up against is an absolute limit on 
how much stuff we can dump in our lakes and 
rivers. 

Barry Commoner says that "in Illinois, every 
major river has been overloaded with fertilizer 
drainage and has lost its powers of self-purifi­
cation. "  

A farmer friend tells me that in the 1930s, Illi­
nois exported hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
fish to the east coast. Now, because of huge 

Director Boyd apparently bases his lack of con­
cern about the nitrate levels on the fact that 
they go up every year about this time in Lake 
Bloomington and, indeed, in all the surrounding 
lakes and rivers. · The reasons, of course, is 
run-off from agricultural land, primarily be­
cause of over-use of nitrogen-based fertilizers. 

The health director acts as if this state of 
affairs were eternal-, unchangeable. But the 
fact is that no level of nitrates exceeding the 10 
milligram level was found in any surface water 
anywhere in Illinois until 1956. 

Since 1969, the 10 milligram level has regular­
ly been passed in nine rivers, including the 
Mackinaw and the Illinois, and the state EPA 
has identified eight cities with chronically high 
nitrate levels in their water supplies. One of 
those cities iS Bloomington. 

Although other factors can increase the nitrate 
levels of streams and lakes, it is no coincidence 
that since 1965 Illinois farmers have been 
applying more nitrogen than is used by the crops. 

Nor is it a coincidence that the worst nitrate 
levels in Illinois occur in areas of intensive 
agricultural production on well-drained, fertile 
soils--which means the east-central part of 
the state. 

Obviously, this does not have to continue. 

But it_will continue as long as health officials 
like Boyd and newspapers like the Pantagraph 

- continue to misrepresent the dangers of nitrate­
laced drinking water. It will continue as long 
as the risk of illness or death from pollution is 
considered normal. • 

--D. LeSeure 

---Sources: 

--"Soil and Freshwater: Damaged Global 
Fabric" by Barry Commoner, Environment, 
April 1970. 

--"Advisory Report on Health Effects of Ni­
trates in Water" by Environmental Health Re­
source Center of the Ill. Institute for Environ­
mental Quality, January 1974. 

--Nitrates: An Environmental Assessment by 
the National Research Council, 1978. 

it's all dirty 
amounts of silt dumped in the water as a result 
of poor farming practices, you'd be lucky to 
catch three fish in a day. 

The government says that by 1980 the oxygen 
demand due to municipal wastes will equal the 
supply in all the U. S. river systems combined 
during the summer months. 

And you have to add to that: 

--feedlot wastes, which exceed municipal 
wastes, 
--algal overgrowth from the phosphates in 
synthetic detergents, 
--and algal overgrowth fl'.om nitrate leaching due 
to overuse of nitrogen fertilizers and erosion. 

If you don't believe it's happening, go look at 
the algae in Sugar Creek by Illinois State Uni­
versity. 

Or go look at the muddy Mackinaw. 

Sooner or later we will have to pay the bill for 
ignoring these facts--and the bill will be paid in 
the form of dead rivers, dead lakes, dead fish, 
and probably dead people who couldn't get clean 
water anymore. • 

--D. L. 
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Politicians' drunk driving ''concern'' is phony 
The drinking age for beer and wine 
will soon be raised to 21, now that 
both houses of the I l l inois l egisla­
ture have OK'd the controversial bil l. 
The Governor p l ans to sign it. 

Throughout the session, legislators 
cried in their martinis about teen­
agers who drink �nd drive, the threat 
to lives and property, the drunken 
menaces on the highways, whatever sob 
stories the media w ould pick up. The 
legislators' concern about drunken 
driving got a lot o f  publ icity. 

What didn't get much publicity was 
the l egislature's refusal to tighten 
up the state's implied consent law, 
despite prosecutors' contentions that 
convicting drunk drivers is particu­
larly  difficult in I l l inois. 

The Pantagraph reported that McLean 
County's conviction rate for drunk 
driving is onl y  62%, compared with 
the nationa l  average of 74%. State's 
Attorney Ron Dozier attributes the 
difference to I l l inois' implied con­
sent l aw, which he cal led "the weakest 
in the nation. " 

Il l inois gives a suspected drunk 
driver 90 minutes to decide whether 
to take a breath test : I f  he flunks, 
he can throw the resul ts out and take 
a second test. Waiting 90 minutes 
a l l ows drivers to sober up, and dis­
courages impatient police from even 
bothering to charge some drunk drivers. 

Drivers who refuse a breath test are 
supposed to lose their licenses auto­
matica l l y  for three months. But Dozier 
said that two-thirds of such drivers 
successful l y  fight their license 
loss at a hearing. 

A driver's refusal to take a breath 
test cannot be mentioned during the 
defendant's drunk driving trial .  In 
other states, refusing a breath test 
?reduces an automatic conviction. 

Despite their professed concyrn about 
drunk drivers terrorizing the high­
ways, l egislators refused to e liminate 
the second breath test and refused to 
cut the suspect's waiting time to 30 
minutes. 

Legislators may simpl y  have been look­
ing out for their own--the statistical 
portrait of the drunk driver resembl es 
a. typical politician more than a 
teenager. 

A Pantagraph series said the "typical" 
drunk driver is a midd le-aged male. 
Teenagers were not mentioned in the 
entire series. The paper even cited 
national statistics about the 24-45 
age group: they commit 31% of crimes 
in general, but 50% of the drunk driv­
ing offenses. These highway menaces 
seem to be grown-ups. 

Meanwhil e, local pol ice are continuing 
their persecution of younger teenagers 
who sip beer. 

After city council member Donn Pierce 
proposed an "Enforcement Strike Force, " . 
B loomington pol ice launched a special 
program to stake out liquor stores; 
Working in pairs, the cops watch for 
underage people buying alcohol ,  
whether directl y  from the store or 
from an o lder intermediary. Blooming­
ton cops have also been de>scending on 
taverns to check ID's . 

One detective even went to the trouble 
of making an undercover beer buy from 
a gas station's 16-year-old cashier. 
(The 16-year-o ld is supposed to have 
the 19-year-old employee ring up the 
beer S"ale. )  

You'd think they'd have something 
better to do , like helping cats out of  
trees. But Bloomington and county 
cops have been actively busting up 
parties and stopping kids and search­
ing their cars. 

The campaign to bust underage alcohol 
drinkers has increased 10 t'imes in the 
last two years, the Pantagraph says, 
and Mayor Buchanan is· proposing 
stif fer penalties for the young 
people caught up in their community's 
hysterical hypocrisy. 

The young peop le enduring this perse­
cution wil l soon be joined by 
thousands of nineteen and twenty-year­
olds who--with one sweep of Jim 
Thompson's pen--wil l  sudden ly become 
outl aws. If the pol ice continue 
harassing young people, and if they 
include among their targets this new 
group of sudden ly underage drinkers, 
the' reaction is bound to be angry, 
justi fiabl y  angry .• 

--Mark Sil verstein 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Racism creeps . into 
WRBA news reporting 

August, 19 79 Page 5 

A subt le white racism may be coloring 
WRBA's news reporting of l ocal crimes. 
When broadcasting reports of robberies , 
WRBA sometimes mentions the suspect's 
race , sometimes doesn't. 

According to my preliminary check into 
WRBA's pattern , the Normal radio 
station may be emphasizing race when 
b l acks are suspects , while not men­
tioning race at a l l  when the suspects 
are white. 

I seldom listen to WRBA. But one 
.early June morning , stuck for hours in 
a car with on ly an AM radio , I got 
desperate. I remember actua l l y  being 
shocked when WRBA announced that a 
black man got away after sticking up a 
gas station the night before. 

Realizing that I wasn't used to hearing 
race mentioned in such news stories , 
I checked the Pantagraph. My memory 
was confirmed: The paper's story didn't 
mention the robber's race. 

Newscaster Gary O'Brien.at WRBA told 
me station policy dictated that 
reporters �lways inc lude race in such 
stories. WJBC and the Pantagraph do 
the same , he told me. O'Brien said 
WRBA a lways reports the entire descrip­
tion , down to the suspect's blue 
i eans. " If he had a fork stuck in his 
nose , we'd report that too ,·" he added. 
No matter whether the suspect was 
bl ack or white , WRBA would broadcast 
race , O'Brien insisted. 

But O'Brien was wrong. He was wrong 
about the Pantagraph , about WJBC , and 
about WRBA's consistency. 

• In earl y  June , a Clark station stick-up 
caught my att�ntion . Once again , the 
small Pantagraph story didn't reveal 
the suspect's race. Neither did the 
WJBC news report. 

I phoned WRBA and asked if they'd re­
ported the robbery. Yes. I asked 
about the suspect's race. The answer 
came back from the newsroom: "No race 
was given. " 

Wrong again. Race was given. I 
looked up the police-T°eport which 
served as the source for WRBA's broad­
cast on the C l ark station stick-up. 
You couldn't miss it. It was printed 
as clear as a WRBA reporter's skin: 
the suspect was white. 

If these two cases make a pattern , 
then WRBA considers race important 
e�ough to mention only whe� the 
criminal suspect is non-white. 

This kind of racism operates 
unconsciousl y , especial ly in a 
community as overwhelmingly white as 
ours. \Vhen tal king about a person , 
most whites auto�atically assume 
(without knowing they are assuming 
anything) that the person is white. 
For exampl e ,  as I stuff the groceries 
into our refrigerator , I tel l  my white 
roommates why I'm late with the chow: 
the man in front of me stal led the 
cbeck-out l ine getting his check OK'd. 
My roommates immt?uidte.iy picture a 
white man. Since white is so 
"normal , " a radio announcer may not 
even think of mentioning race unl ess 
it were som�thing worth remarking 
about--in other words , unl ess it were 
non-white. 

I'm not sure what to make of this 
unconscious racism as it functions in 
our daily lives in our conversations 

with our friends . 

But I'm very sure that a radio station 
has no business letting that 
unconscious racism permeate its 
newscasts. 

This racism becomes especial ly 
destructive in reportin� crime 
stories. By emphasizing race onl y  
when blacks are suspects , WRBA 
reinforces the racism already too 
prevalent in the white community. 
WRBA distorts the public's sense of 
proportion--the minority of cri�e� 
committed by blacks becomes artifi--
cial ly magnified . 

Since WRBA's O'Brien asserted that 
WJBC also always reports race , I gave 

the Bloomington station a cal l. WJBC 
hadn't reported-the race of the Clark 
station gunman either. 

WJBC includes race in its news reports 
"only when race is an integral part of 
the story ," according to News Director 
Steve Vogel .  I won't go into al l 
Vogel 's criteria , but I l eft the phone 
satisfied that WJBC's policy would 
a l l ow less WRBA-sty le unconscious 
racism to creep into the airwaves. 

The indictment against WRBA here is 
based on comparing onl y  two news 
stories. One contradiction does not 
make a pattern , but it's enough to 
a lert WRBA and its publ ic to the need 
for further scrutiny. The radio sta­
tion should immediatel y  take a close 
look at its policies. WRBA must stop 
l etting the unconsciou� racism o� its 
white reporters drift into the air­
waves. It's air pol lution of the 
worst kind .• 

--Mark Silverstein 

Brienen's brigade 

blockades empty house 

House calls for 
winter shutoff ban 

Sheriff Brienen and his task force 
have once again brought to light 
their inability to wear a badge and 
think at the same time. Their -
inability was proven on Thursday, 
June 6th when they investigated the 
attempted shooting of Steve Richardson 
in the vicinity of Willow Creek . 
Village. A witness identified Donald 
H. Randolph as the man who fired at 
Richardson. 

It was at this point that Brienen and 
his brigade began creating their own 
melodrama by surrounding an empty 
house located at 305 Leland in Bloom­
ington in search of the suspect. 

Chief Deputy E. J .  O'Farrell of the 
Sheriff's Department claims he 
re�eived a call from the suspect, 
Randolph, and traced it to 305 Leland. 
With the·· assistance of Bloomington 
and State police, Brienen and his 
brigade proceeded to 305, where a 
small army of grown men,· dressed in 
bullet-proof vests and helmets 3.nd 
armed with deadly weapons, concealed 
themselves behind cars and 
authorit�tively bellowed through a 
b_ullhorn. After making fools of 
themselves for 2� hours, the stakeout 
disp�rsed without any sign of the 
suspect. 

In an effort to c'over his idiocy, 
Brienen told a Pantagraph reporter 
that Randolph " • • •  was as slippery as 
any guy I've seen." What.Brienen 
refused to admit was the inept 
investigative techniques which led them to surround an uninhabited house. 

According to police reports, an open 
window on the second floor of J05 
·Leland indicated that Randolph had 
been in the house and escaped. Is it 
so unusual for someone to leave a 
window open in the summet? 

The police also claimed that when they 
attempted to call Randolph at J05 
Leland, someone had answered the 
phone but wouldn 't talk. But why 
would any hiding suspect pick up a 
ringing phone? 

Four days after the stakeout, Randolph 
was apprehended and told police he had 
never been at 305 Leland. Since then, 
Lt. Boyd of the Sheriff 's police 
stated to a Pantagraph reporter· that 
he believes Randolph 's claim. 

It appears that even Boyd would have 
to agree with my accusation that 
e:.rienen and his men are attempting to 
cover up just one more of their 
blunders. Brienen and his brigade 
should fess up! Their services to 
the public are worth no more than a 
truckload of hair if this is the way 
they "serve and protect the public."• 

-- Didi 

State Rep. Clarence Darrow (Rock 
Island) has received House approval 
for a resolution calling on the Ill. 
Commerce Commission .to establish a 
trial program to prohibit utility 
cut-offs in winter months. The 
measure had the full backing of the 
Ill. Public Action Council, which 
earlier had promoted legi slation to 
ban shutoffs. 

" Consumers who feared next winter 
with potential shutoffs have been 
given hope," said Margaret Person 
of Metro Seniors in Action, a Pub­
lic Action board member. "The I C C  
should act quickly on this request 
to ban shutoffs from Nov. 1 to April 
1. Public Action thanks the House 
for its unanimous support of this 
important resolution. No one should 
have to freeze to death because 
they can't keep.up with their soar­
ing utility bills in the winter." 

Although a House Resolution does 
not have the·force of law, it does 
put the legislature on record. "Be 

·cause of the House position, I am 
hopeful the commission will imple­
ment this trial program, "  noted 
Darrow, the chief sponsor of the 
measure. The resolution recom­
mends a trial period from Nov. 1, 
1979, to April 1 ,  1980 .• 
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Man falsely labeled MEG agent 
POST-NOTE: Although we ran this retraction in 
our last issue (June-July), we wanted to be sure 
no one missed it--that's why we are running it 
again. Any reference in this article to "last 
issue" or "last month" refers to our May issue, 
where we falsely accused John Hill of being a 
narc. 

The Post-Amerikan made a horrible 
mistake last issue by publishing 
photos of the man pictured here and 
labeling him an undercover MEG 
agent. 

This falsely accused man is John • 

Hill, of Bartonville. After talking 
several times with John and Cheryl 
Hill, visiting their apartment, 
and discrediting our original 
"evidence," I am convinced that 
we blew it last issue. This is a 
retraction. 

This retractton is also an apology 
to the Hill family and their friends 
and acquaintances. All of us at 
the Post-Amerikan sincerely regret 
what you have had to go through 
because of our blunder. 

It0s a mistake we've tried hard to 
avoid. Since we published our first 
narc photo in 1974, we have revealed 
the identities of close to a hundred 
undercover agent.s and informers, 
without falsely accusing anyone. 
Until now, in our May issue. 

These are photos of John_ Hill. When we printed the one on the left in our 
May issue, we said the person was a narc. We were wrong. 

The Post-Amerikan owes its readers 
an explanation: how did we p�int 
the wrong person's photo, and how 
are we going to prevent this in the 
future? 

When we took Hill's photo, he was 
driving a blue 1978 Chevy Camara-­
the exact color, nake and model of 
a vehicle MEG has Jeen leasing for 
more than a year. Hill's car had a 
bashed-in left front fender; so �]d 
MEG's blue '78 Camara . 
We "confirmed" that Hill's car was a 
MEG car by checking the license 
plate number with the computer in 
the Secretary of State ' s  office. 
When asked about a MEG plate number, 
the computer always says "no record 
on file." 
Unfortunately, the state's computer 
also says "no record on file" in 
other circumstances, too. For 
example, a check on a newly­
purchased license plate will come 
back "no record on file" for a 
certain period of time--until 
the information has been entered 
into the computer. 

This is where we went wrong with 
Hill0s car. 

We first checked Hill's plate number 
with the computer in mid-March, 
alsong with a number of other 
numbers. A lot of the checks, 

including ones we were pretty sure 
weren't MEG plates, came back "no 
record on file." We figured that 
the computer didn't have information 
yet on all the '79 plates, since the 
banks had been selling them until 
just a few weeks before. 

We tried a batch of plates again 
in mid-April. Non-MEG plates which 
produced a "no record on file" 
response from the computer in March 
were now producing name and address 
information. But when asked about 
Hill's plates, the computer still 
said "no record on file.." 

The computer was releasing 
information on some plates it said 
were purchased on Feb . 27--one day 
before plate sales ended. If the 
computer had information on all the 
ulates sold, then Hill's "no record 
on file" pointed to the conclusion 
that he was driving a narc car. 

We learned, too late, - that· the 
comuuter hadn't had complete 
inf�rmation in mid-April, After 
we'd already printed Hill's photo, 
we checked his plates again--in May. 
Instead of saying "no record on 
file, " the computer coughed up all 
the information normal�y recorded on 
a non-undercover vehicle. The check 
revealed that Hill bought his plates 
on Feb. 28. 

If we haQ waited an extra few weeks 
(or if John Hill bought his plates 
earlier), Hill's photo would never 
have been in the Post-Amerikan. 
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But the car and the license plate 
check wouldn't have been enough to 
get Hill accused of being a narc in 
print, not with the uncertainty 
about �hether the state's computer 
had all the info from Feb. 28 
license plate sales. 

In an operation something like a 
line-up, a person who has observed 
comings and goings at the MEG office 
picked Hill's photo out from a stack 
of several shots. It wasn't one of 
those "This is the one--I'd know 
that mug anywhere" id�ntifications 
that MEG victims have sometimes made 
when pulling an agent's photo out of 
a pile of suspects--but it swayed 
us, when combined with the other 
evidence. 
Identification of people by 
photograph isn't the most reliable 
evidence. I wish we hadn't used it. 

Last issue, we said that the man 
pictured here has been seen entering 
and leaving MEG's office building at 
600 Abingdon in Peoria. 

John Hill says he's never been to 
that building, and hasn't even b8en 
in that part of Peoria for years. J 
believe him. 
Post readers . in the six-county MEG 
area energetically pass around our 
photos of narcs and post them in 
bars and other hang-outs. The Post 
staff hopes readers will put the 
same energy into passing around 
this retraction. • 

--Mark Silverste.i_n 

I 
I 
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The American State Bank is the closest 
Bloomington•Normal comes to having a family­
owned bank. Several generations of the 
Wochner family have run the bank, and the 
largest blocks of stock are still owned by 
the Wochners. 

zoning, ' Lenz ob jected American State's 

Banker 
rezoning request. 

"I don't know of any reason why Lenz stood 
here except business profit motive, " banker 
Wochner was quoted . 

appalled 

at profit 

Attorney David Wochner was representing his 
family and his bank at a Bloomington Planning 
Commission hearing June 27 when he became 
disgusted by, of all things, the profit 
motive. This account is taken from a Panta­
graph story. 

Wochner said he was "amazed" and "appalled." 

A pious Catholic, Wochner has always been 
appalled by women's right to control their 
own bodies. The banker/attorney has been an 
activist in local anti-abortion agitation. 

motive 
Wochner was asking for a zoning change to 
allow his bank to build a drive-in facility 
at Lincoln and Mercer streets. 

Now that Dave publicly declared that he's 
appalled by the profit motive, too, maybe he 
will become an anti-capitalist activist, 
offering no-interest loans at the family bank, 
or maybe even emulating Abbie Hoffman's caper: 
throwing free money onto the floor of the 
stock exchange.e 

That1S not too far from the Prairie State 
Bank, whose attorney Robert Lenz was also at 
the hearing. Calling the proposal "spot 

Normal survey 
Normal spent $570 to send a one-page 
"questionnaire" to 9,000 Normal :e­
sidents, asking them to rate various 
city programs, policies and services on 
a one-to-ten scale . 

Only 382 citizens bothered to respond, 
which means that the City Council 
paid $ 1.50 for each usable question­
naire . 

"The survey was worthless, " Mayor 
Godfrey admitted to the Post Amerikan . 
Since such a small part of the popula­
tion responded, the results are not 
statistically significant. 

Despite the resu+ts' lack of sig­
nificance, the Pantagraph ( June 29) 
devoted a complete article to the 
survey . After explaining that the 
mayor considered a ranking of 5 to 
10 to be favorable, the paper listed 
the' ma jor questions and the percentage 
of citizens evaluating the city 
favorably or unfavorably. The mayor 
is quoted interpreting citizens' 
responses, and the headline acts as 
though the survey were a valid measure 
oi' public opinion: "Survey backs 
efforts to attract business." 

-
You sure can't tell the mayor thought 
the survey was worthless from reading 
the Pantagraph, nor can you tell how 
much the worthless survey cost the 
public--the article didn't say . You 

--.-------------------' ' ' 

-------------------

Pot busts 
at record high 

In 1977, 457,600 people were arrested 
on mari juana charges--an all-time high 
--according to the FBI. The old record 
was 445,600 busts in 1974. 

The weed itself didn't do too well in 
avoiding the long arm of the· la w 
either. The DEA claimed it seized 
1,235,631 pounds of mari juana in the 
first 9 months of 1978, compared to 
348,836 pounds in 1977. 

DEA head Peter Bensinger had one 
cheery bit of news, however. There 
has been no appreciable decrease in 
the amount of pot available in the 
U.S., despite the record busts and 
seizures.• 

--NOR ML 

��worthless'' 
··Mayor 

can't even tell if the Pantagraph 
reporter thought the survey was 
worthless. Although he mentions that 
"about 4.3%" of the sample responded, 
you can't tell if the reporter under­
stands the meaning of that statistic: 
the survey was worthless, just as the 
mayor said. This may be what they 
praise as ob jective reporting, but 
to me it's just ob jectionable •• 

--Mirk Silverstein 

Gen Tel gets 
After installing a chunk of new 
equipment, General Telephone Company 
is now offering its customers a new 
convenience, called zero-plus dialing. 

The technological improvements allow 
Gen Tel to offer 81 of its operators 
a new convenience--unemployment. 

The June 28 Pantagraph "news story " 
--complete with posed photograph-­
was really a free ad for the phone 
company's new service. 

The elimination of 8 1  operators in 
Pontiac, Streator, and Lincoln was 
reported as though it were positive. 
Bloomington's 1 1 1  operators will do 
the work formerly done by a workforce 
of 192. 

Remember when Gen Tel was crying to 
the Illinois Commerce Commission that 
Directory Assistance users cost the 
company too much in operators ' time? 
The phone company wanted to charge 
people who used Directory Assistance, 
to reimburse the company for the 
operators ' salaries. 

Gen Tel now has no plans to reduce 
any rates, even though the company is 
saving the salaries of 81 operators. 

' 
· The new system allows customers to 

direct-dial calls that formerly needed 

Jt\ANUFACTUREP$ 
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--M.S. 

over .... again 
an o�erator. Customers can now make 
cred�t card calls, person-to-person 
calls, collect calls, and third-number 

·calls by dialing zero, the area code, 
and the number. While the call is 
going through, an operator comes on 
and asks for the needed information. 
All these calls are still considered 
operator-assisted calls--the customer 
gets· no monetary savings from direct 
dialing. 

The monetary savings goes to Gen 
Tel 's stockholders, who will save 
what they used to pay the 81  victims 
of automation. 

Of course, Gen Tel stockholders had 
to invest a lot of money for these 
labor-saving technological 
improvements: $J.75 million, 
according to the Panta�raph. 
Estimating an operator s salary at 
$10, 000, Gen Tel's yearly savings 
comes to $.81 million--a.return of 
25% on its' investment in zero-plus 
dialing •• 

--Mark Silverstein 
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Bookstore 
There's lots of exciting stuff 
happening at Small Changes these days. 
After a frustrating low-energy period 
and our post concert-producing burnout, 
we've bounced �ack with renewed spirit, 
big ideas, and exciting plans for the 
future. 

During an all-day work and play retreat 
in May, we took a long hard look at our 

Audit /or nuke? 
Prairie ..Alliance recently filed a 
motion in the Illinois Pqwer rate 
hike proceedings requesting a 
management audit of the Clinton 
nuclear project. The request 
included a 35-page report that the 
Prairie Alliance·worked on for 
several months citing spcific, 
documented reports of mismanage-
ment as well as five signed affadavits 
from workers at the Clinton plant.• 

Sex e·d far parents 
Planned Parenthood of McL�an.County 
will hold two sex education work­
shops for pa.rents and other adults 
AUg. 18 and Sept. 5. 

The three-hour workshops are design­
ed to increase and improve parents' 
communication with their children 
about sex. 

The Saturday, Aug. 18, workshop will 
be from 9 a.m. to noon, and the 
Wednesday, Sept. 5, workshop will be 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Both will be 
held in the first-floor conference 
room at the McBarnes building, 201 
E. Grove, Bloomington. 

Babysitting will be provided for
. 

small children. A donation of $5 
per person or $8 per couple will 
cover workshop materials. 

For information and registr-atioh 
call Sue Fatten at 827-8025. Pre­
registration is recommended since 
class size will be limited.• 

GPA tc held -oicnic 
lill 

. 

ISU's Gay People's Alliance is 
having a picnic-potluck on Sunday, 
July 22, at Fairview Park in Normal. 
It will start at 2 p.m. 

People should bring something to eat 
and their own eating utensils. All 
gay people and their friends are in­
vited to attend. • 

vol. 8 nc. 3 

the edge of time 
long-range business plans. Now we're 
in the process of implementing some of 
the schemes we came up with to get our 
bookstore to a more self-sufficient 
place. We0re all putting lots of 
energy into the bookstore, and it feels 
real good. 

One of our new projects is a monthly 
newsletter to keep all of our 
supporters in close touch with us, and 
to let people who don't come into the 
bookstore very often know what all is 
available there. Our first edition 
should be coming out in a couple of 
weeks, so be sure to let us know if 
you'd like to recieve it. Our phone 
number is 829-6223; and our address 
is 409A N• Main, Bloomington. There's 
lots of heavy duty work that needs to 
be done at the store. As an incentive, 
we've decided to pay two of our 
collective members a 50$/ month salary. 
For those of you who have pledged money 
to our salary �und, your checks will 
really help us now. There's simply too 
much work to be done, and rather than 
getting straight shit �obs, we'd 
rather these womyn be able to put more 
hours into the store. It's not always 
going to be easy to scrape together 
salary money, but if we pull this off 
it·will be a big step toward our 
vision of supporting ourselves 
through our own non-oppressive 

business. And that's real exciting. 

Vacation time is upon us, and during 
most of the summer at least one 
bookstore member.has been/will be 
gone. So there will be some 
unfamiliar (but friendly) womyn 
staffing the store, and we may be 

. closed at weird times. We'll do 
our best to keep the store open, 
but please bear with us through the 
time crunch. 

We have two new collective members! 
Susie joined us a couple months ago, 
and Lori in mid-July. We're all 
real happy they've joined us.· 

Our lending library and free stuff 
box have both expanded considerably. 
So people who aren't into spending 
money can still enjoy the finer thing 
things in life--good books and 
funky clothes! Both the books and 
the box are definitely worth 
checking out. 

We Small Changes womyn are real 
excited about all the stuff that's 
going on in and around the store. 
Here's hoping some of that excitement 
has rubbed off on you.• 

--The Small Changes 
Collective 

Springfield Smoke-in Sept. 3 
The second annual Springfield Smoke-In 
will be held September 3rd on the state 
capitol lawn in Springfield. 

Last year about JOO people showed up 
and after only a few hours of peaceful 
partying a large number of the 
Secretary of State's goon squad in 
full riot gear came in ready to kick 
ass--and did . Forty-two were arrested 
but none were seriously injured. The 
trial for those still facing charges 
is scheduled to begin July 23. 

This year we intend to do everything 
possible to prevent arrests. We will 
try to have child care available. 

Bring your dope and a peaceful, loving 
attitude to the state capitol on Labor 
Day and show those bureaucrats the 
difference between pot smoking yippies 
and red-faced martini drinkers. A 

Benefit to raise funds for this event 
will be held August 26 at the Lay-Z-J 
Saloon in Bloomington. 

For more info call 217-789-4355 or 
309-829-7402 . •  

I 
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Chicago celebrates gay pride 
Civil rights or civil war 

Gays ain't gcmna take no more 

The Gay and Lesbian Pride parade in 
Chicago drew more than 10,000 
participants. At least JO from 
Bloomington-Normal took part in the 
march. 

The Chicago parade featured a newly 
formed marching band, numerous floats 
and organizations, and a lot of 
costumed marchers. Roller skates 
were commonplace. 

Religion was much in evidence in the 
line of march. Serious groups like 
Dignity (the gay Catholics), the. 
Metropolitan Community Church, and 
Gay Quakers marched along with such 
parodies as altar boys on skates and 
a bishop in full, authentic drag. 

As the parade passed Clark and 
Belmont, marchers were blessed by a 
Catholic priest and a Greek Orthodox 
clergyman, who stood on a balcony 
next to Queen Victoria. The Queen 
held a tasteful sign which read 
"Oscar come home, All is forgiven," 
referring to Oscar Wilde. 

At least two Ronald McDonalds skated 
in and out 9f the crowd. 

What's the fight? 

Gay rights! 

What's the solution? 

Revolution! 

Many of us from B-N marched with the 
-Stonewall Contingent, a militant group 

which punctured the fun of the floats 
and costumes with political chants 
and signs. 

The Stonewall Contingent represented 
those gays who see the fight for our 

rights as part of the strugg�e against 
all exploitation and oppression. Some 
of the slogans reflected this theme of 
common struggle: "Right-to-life, 
you're gonna lose, Women demand the 
right to choose." 

This group's placards also expressed 
a revolutionary spirit: "From 
Stonewall to San Francisco/ It is 
right to rebel"; "Gay liberation 
through socialist revolution." Some 
of the signs were in Spanish. 

This aggressive stance didn't always 

g�t a favorable reaction from the 
crowds that lined the streets. When 
we chanted "No more raids" and "Cops 
·gotta go," there was often applause 
and cheering from the onlookers. But 
an upfront chant like "2-4-6-8, Smash 
the family, church, and state" 
usually met with silence. 

A lot of people, incJuding some 
fellow marchers, weren't ready for 
"Gay rights or Gay riots" either. 

Down with nuclear power 

Nuclear weapons 

Nuclear families 

The political voices didn't dominate 
the demonstration, but they were an 
insistent undertone. 
In Lincoln Park, near the parade's 
end, we encountered a lot more 
straight folk, especially couples and 
families. At that point our group 
chanted "Faggots, fairies, and dykes, 
Oh my!" A group of lesbians taunted_ 
the watchers with "2-4-6-8, How do 
ya'know your wife is straight?/ 3-5-
7-9, If she is, give 'er time." To 
their credit, the straight spectators 
often applauded and laughed good 
naturedly at our verbal antics. Some 
were visibly uncomfortable, though. 

The rally in the park was somewhat 
disappointing: it wasn't much of a 
celebration. But it had its moments. 

The Gay Pride Band played its two­
number repetoire. And the speakers, 
whose words were signed for the 
hearing-impaired, reminded the crowd 
of the continuing struggle which the 
parade. symbolizes: "Being proud and 
gay means fighting for our rights." 

A renewed fight for gay rights 
legislation in Illinois was announced. 
(An ordinance has just been presented 

for the second time to the Chicago 
City Council. ) "Gay people should 
not be content with a city ordinance," 
said a woman speaker. "We want more 
than a piece of paper. We want 
lesbian and gay liberation." 

"Hey, hey, ho, ho/ Gay oppression's 
gotta go."• 

--Ferdydurke with L. Knight 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Gay pride marches 
Remember Stonewall 

Fight, fight, fight, 

Gay liberation 

Is our right. 

Gay Pride Day is the biggest lesbian/ 
gay event of the year. It 
commemorates the Stonewall rebellion. 
Ten years ago, the cops tried to 
raid the Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in 
New York. In response, gay people 
took to the streets and successfully 
fought the police. 

This year gay people by the thousands 
marched in numerous parades all 
around the country. There were somber 
moments, but most marches and rallies 
marking the 10th anniversary of the 
national gay rights movement were 
festive. 

In New York, crowds estimated from 
50,000 to 100,000 marched from 
Christopher Street to Central Park. 
The parade, which at one point 
stretched JO blocks, was led by 
members of the original group of 13 
arrested at Stonewall. 

The largest parade was held in San 
Francisco; more than 250,000 gays 
and their supporters surged along 
Market Street. Four people from 
Bloomington attended the Gay Freedom 
Day march in San Francisco, and they 
report that the parade took four hours 
to pass by. • 

Members of such groups as Dykes on 
Bikes, Gay American Indians, Bay Area 
Lesbian Witches, Order of Displaced 
Okies, Gay Fathers, and Lesbian 
Mothers gathered to watch the 250-
member Gay Marching Band and Twirling 
Corps. The band delighted the crowd 
with renditions of "San Francisco, 
Open Your Golden Gate" and "If My 
Friends Could See Me Now." 

2-4-6-8 
Gay is just as good as straight 

The parades in New York and San 
Francisco included participation by 
supportive heterosexuals, especially 
the Parents of Gays organization. 

At the New York rally in Central Park, 
the crowd heard the Rev. John Kuiper, 
who recently won permanent custody of 
his adopted lJ-year-old son, although 
Kuiper had publicly acknowledged 
living with a male lover. Another 
speaker wa'S Paul Guilbert, a 17-year­
old .high school student from 
Providence, R.I., who recently fought 
for the right to take a male friend 
to his school prom. 

In Miami, about 2,000 marchers 
clogged an ll�block route through 
the downtown. The parade in 
Portland, Ore., was marked by some 
minor clashes between gay marchers 
and persons opposed to the 
demonstration. 

About 400 people paraded through 
doWntown Portland, chanting "Gay, 
straight, black, white--same struggle, 
same fight." Saine persons opposing 
the march carried signs saying "God 
Hates Homosexuals." God could not be 
reached to confirm or deny this 
allegation. • 

--Ferdydurke 

REPAIR SERVICE 
Quality Maintenance and Repair Co. 

WE DO ELECTRI CAL (HOUSE W I R I NG) REPAI RS, ROTO-ROOTER DRAI N  

CLEANI NG, B I KE REPAI RS AND CUSTOM! ZED O I L  CHANGES AT 

REASONABLE RATES W I TH A SPECI AL D ISCOUNT FOR THOSE ON A 

FI XED I NCOME. THERE I S  ALSO A WRI TTEN GUARANTEE. 

JUST CALL 829-1560 FOR INFORMAT I ON OR AN APPO INTMENT 

BETWEEN 1:00 am and 10:30 am FOR REST RESULTS. 
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Mary Williams· ·  

t he . o.ther side of t he story 
Las t  month you may have read an 
article titled " Justice and fre edom 
for Mary Williams ! " by Suzanne 
Little , Susie S ewell , and J. H .  in 
which the authors prop o s e d  a Mary 
Williams Support Group and even 
asked for contrioutions toward her 
bail . If you were one o f  the p e ople 
sucked in by this very sad tal e , we 
hope that after re ading thi s 
article you will demand your money 
back . 

In the first place , I have to say 
that although I have in the past been 
a very strong supporter of the P o s t  
and even worked on several lay-OUtS , 
my faith is wavering . S adly enough , 
there are a l o t  o f  p eople who consider 
the Post to be Gospel . P ersonally ,  
at this point I ' d  give the P o s t  a 
credibility rating about the-siim; as 
that o f  the National Enquirer! 

That may sound harsh but l e t  me 
explain . The re search for that 
article consi sted o f  reading the 
Pant�raph and talking. to Mary 
Will iams . Now this will probably 
come as a big surprise to the authors 
o f  that first arti cle ,  but s ome time s 
people in j ail , especially p eopl e 
( ye s , even women·! ) accused o f  murder , 
tell s tori e s . In fac t ,  I woul d gue s s  
that any worn� who could sho o t  her 
husband ( or anyone ) in the face c oul d 
pro bably find i t  e asy enough to tell 
even bol d- fac e d  lie s . Truly amaz ing , 
right? 

Even s o , the authors c ho s e  to bel ieve 
- every word she said and forge blindly 

ahead . No one bo thered to ask around 
for another . vers ion or even 
considere d  l e t ting any9ne else 
involve d  know the story would be 
c oming out . That way , o f  c o urse , 
they would have at l east until the 
next i ssue of the Post to collect 
money and support fo r Mary Williams 
bas ed on the ir story alone . 

The ir story is , at be s t , only hal f 
the story .  S ince the 8as e is still 
pending , we won ' t  be able to quo te 
all o f  the facts about it but , even 
so , fill ing in even some of the facts 
and raising only a few very important 
que stions should make it e �sy to see 
that the first articl e was very 
dece iving . 

SHOCK 
Naturally , last month ' s  article c ame 
as a big sho ck to Les Will iams ' 
grieving family and friends . 
Especially . since they too considered 
themselve s friends of the Post 
Amerikan up until now .  

�� 

Les Williams had five chil dren by a 
former marriage . While even they 
would not claim that he was perfe ct 
or an angel , we fe el they certainly 
deserve s ome explanation/justificat i on 
for their father being termed 
"abusive " in that article . They are 
outraged and understandably s o . 

It se ems espec ially slanderous since , 
as far as I can s e e , there was 
really no reason to mention it . Mary 
Will iams claims that she shot her 
husband because she didn ' t  know that 
it was him at the door , not because 
he was abusive and she was afraid of 
him . S o  what was the ir p o int in 
saying that? Maybe there are bigger 
bucks for abus e d  women. Or would 
they l ike us to bel ieve that Les was 
a "mean" man and be cause o f  that he 
deserved to die anyway? They would 
certainly be hard-pre ssed to c onvinc e 
anyone who knew him of that . 

The scari est part o f  all is knowing 
that this Support Group , in the ir · 

ignoranc e ,  could rai se Mary Will iams ' 
bail and be responsible for taking 
tho se five children away from the 
be st and happiest environment o f  
their live s  to re turn them t o  the 
woman who sho t the ir father . That ' s  
right--although that detail ( ? )  was 
never mentioned in the Post , Mary 
Williams ' es trange d  husband was al so 
the childrens ' father .  ( Editor ' s  
no te : There are two groups o f  five 
children e ach . ) 

The authors didn ' t  ask any o f  tho se 
five chil dren if they would like to 
be re turned to the ir mo ther. They 
didn ' t  di scover that the oldest son 
turne d himself in to the Blo omington 
pol ice o ver a year ago and asked to 
be taken away from her . Nor did they 
che ck with the court or s tate ' s  
attorney to s e e  i f  any o f  tho se kids 
testi fi e d  against Mary Will iams before 
the grand j ury and would be calle d  on 
again at the trial , much less worry 
about what Mary Williams could do to 
a child in that pos ition if he were 
returned to her custody before the 
trial . 

ISSUES 
S ome o f  the more critical is sues 
mi s sing from last month ' s -article 
( that will have to be l e ft questi ons 
for now ) were : 
--What if Mary Williams was seeing 

her husband again , court order or 
no t? 

--What if the "unknown intruder" was 
no t so unknown? 

--What if the shooting was no 
accident ? 

--What if Mary Will iams asked one o f  
h e r  children to lie a t  the grand 
j ury he aring? 

The support group argues for Mary 
Will iams ' pol itical right to make 
bail . I f  we were be ing fair and 
reasonabl e about it , we would pro bably 
have to agre e with that ( bas e d  on the 
princ iple that no one should have to 
do time be fore being convicted of a 
crime ) .  S till , we are no t hoping 
Mary makes bail and we are no t 
apologizing e i ther. After lying 
comato se in Intensive Care at S t . 
Franc is for six days , Le s Williams 
died--so what ' s  so fair and 
reasonabl e about that? 

More impo rtantly ,  we o b j e c t  to 
the Suppo rt Group rais ing that money 
Dase d  on l i e s  and half-truths . We 
truly hope that anyone who contribute d  
even 1¢ to this Group will now demand 
their money back . The authors o f  
that article must b e  to tally and 
personally responsible for that money 
since it was collected by them under 
fal s e  pretens es . Even the best 
intentions are no e�cuse for 
negl ec ting and/or ignoring important 

children whom thev have never talked 
to or seen and about who se past and/o r 
present situations they have no t asked 
a singl e que s tion. Where does any 
person get the nerve to make a 
decision that could affe c t  the entire 
live s of five to tal s trangers ! 

Luckily for tho se five kids , by the 
time thi s story is print ed their 
mother should no longer be the ir 
l egal guardian , as she will have be en 
proven an unfit mo ther regardless o f  
her guilt or innoc ence in the death 
o f  Les Williams . We wonder how the 
Support Group will live with the 
knowledge that if they had be en able 
to ac complish their goal , they would 
have been re sponsible for returning 
five young children to the custody 
o f  a woman proven unfi t to be their 
mother . 

SEXISM 
I t  seems to us that the only reason 
for all this concern about Mary 
Will iams ' fate is the simple fact 
that she is a woman ( this is only our 
opinion, not ne cessarily the truth ) 
and we certainly have no intentions 
o f  downgrading or criticizing women 
in any way . But we would like to 
remind ( o r  inform )  anyone who has 
forgo tten ( o r  never knew ) that women 
are just as capable of goo d/bad o r  
violenc e/nonviol enc e a s  are men ,  
C atholics , Jayc e e s , French people , 
florists • • •  or any o ther group of human 
beings . I t  i s  just � sexist to think 
all women are superior as it is t o  
think they are inferior. 

We are no t questioning or challenging 
the right o f  thi s Support Group to 
organi z e , collect money , o r  o therwise 

. help Mary Williams --but we are 
que s tioning their motives , and we are 
for 'Sure challenging the ir right to 
not bo ther finding out about and/or 
to leave out o f  the ir story whichever 
fac ts are no t in the be st interest o �  
the ir cause . And we de finitely woul d 
like to hear explained by what right 
the authors felt fre e  to de fame the 
charac ter of Les Williams bas ed only 
on information suppl ied to them .by 
the woman who killed him . 

I f  you now support the family and 
friends o f  Le s Williams ( e spec ially 
if you had anything to do with the 
Mary Will iams Support Group before 
this article , but even i f  you didn ' t ) ,  
please l e t  the Support Group and its 
founders know how you fe el about them . 
Or write a le tter to the Post 
Amerika:n . Better ye t ,  do bo th! • 

--Shebe t ,  for and with the 
family and fri ends 0£ 
L e s  Williams 

and obvious fac ts 'j;hat were easily 
, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ­available to them. ' Nor is there any 

excuse fo r the slander ( bo th s tated I Q bbl h•I and impl i e d ) o f  a man whom they never I 0 e W I e 
knew or even discussed with anyone I o ther than the woman who sho t and 

I killed him . 
I 

JUDGES? 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

you wash 
Co lgate -Palmo live has found the 
answer to Banglade sh ' s  pro blems - ­
they ' ve come out with a di shwashing 
soap that contains pro tein , the stuff 
that ' s  e s s ential to the gro wth and 
repair of animal ti ssues . 

Advertisements claim that the soap , 
Dermassage Dishwashing Liquid with 
Protein ,  "ac tually improves dry , 
irritat e d ,  detergent hands . "  

Mos t  o f  all , we find it OUTRAGEOUS 
that the se women should take it upon 
themselves to j udge no t only the 
guilt or inno c ence o f  Mary Williams 
( which i s  a mind-blower in itself 
considering their knowl e dge , or �ore 
accurately the ir lack of knowledge , 
about the cas e ) but that they should 
als o  take it upon themselve s to 
dec ide the proper custody of five 

I The re joi cing in Bangladesh was heard 
I in Rome by the pope . •  
I 
I 
I 
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Why su pport Mary Wil liams ? 

Coalitio n. exp lains 
There has been much action in the 
Mary Williams case (see last month 's 
Post) in the past five weeks, and 
none of that action has taken place 
in the court room . The Mary Williams 
Support Group has been getting much 
feedback, both positive and negative . 
As a result of the negative feedback 
and to give an update of the case, 
this article is being presented to 
Post readers . (Many of the less 
positive reactions can be found in 

�he ad joining article .) 

Susie Sewell, whom this reporter 
interviewed, knew that the other 
story was being written, and She bet. 
knew that the Support Group would 
probably respond to her article . 
Neither Susie nor I had read Shebet's 
article at the time of the interview . 

I asked Susie about any feedback the 
Support Group might have received as 
a result of the Post article and the 
other publicity they had been doing. 
She said they were getting very good 
support from people who had been in 
jail and were sympathetic to the need 
for bail, from women who had been poor 
and beaten, and from people who felt 
that a person who had not been 
convicted of any crime should not 
have to sit in jail . 

The Girl Scout leader of two of Mary 
Williams ' daughters told the Support 
Group that any woman who could have 
raised two kids as nice as they 
deserves support. So there has been 
some positive feedback . 

There has also been some not so 
positive . The Support Group has 
been told that their understanding 
of what happened is naive, simplistic, 
and one-sided, and that Mary _ Williams 
is a bad person and deserves no 
support . I asked Susie to respond to 
those charges . 

She said that the personality of Mary 
Williams was not an issue here; that 
she (Mary ) had asked for support from 
the community and will therefore 
get it . Community involves both 
sharing the good times with people .  
and helping people through the hard 
times, and this is one of the hard 
times for Mary Williams. 

The Support Group believes that it 
has a responsibility to Mary as a 
member of this community . She 
specifically asked for letters while 
she was in jail so she would feel a 
little less alone and for bail money 
so that she could get out of jail and 
get her life into order again and 
start preparing for her defense and , 
appearances in court. "Any woman who 
asks for my support will get it," 
Susie told me . 

There are people in this community 
who believe that what Mary says 
happened the night of the shooting 
did not, in fact, happen that way. 
Mary says she shot through the door 
at an unknown intruder . Some claim 
that she knew it was her husband and 
that she shot him willingly. 

I asked Susie which story she felt was 
true, and she said that she was not 
judge and jury and would not make that 
kind of judgment : "I accept what Mary 
has to tell me without investigation 
because it is, in the end, irrele vant 
to whether or not I'm going to 
support her ," 

Mary is a woman in j ail without the 
mo ans to get out. She has fe elings 
of isolation, she's alone, she has 
asked for support and, says Susie, 
she will get it. Even if Mary admits 
she shot her husband kn�wingly or if 
the court decides she is guilty of 
murder, she will continue to get aid 
from the Support Group . 

But tiere is a great difference 
between support--relating to Mary 
as a woman in this c-0mmunity, sending 
her letters, and helping her get out 
on bail --and in saying that it was 
admirable that she shot and killed 
her husband . That is not what the 
Support Group is saying, has never 
said , and wil l neve r say . 

I asked Susie if she felt that 

supporting Mary Williams is a 
political rather than a personal 
stand. She said yes. We are not 
supporting a particular person with 
a particular personality, she told . 
m�, �ut it �s instead a case of Mary Williams being any woman in the 
community who asks for support and gets it. That is why the truth or 
falsity of Mary's statements are not 
important to the Group's support 
of her. 

Susie said that there were basically 
two issues that made this a political 
statement. The first is feminism . 
Mary Williams was born a woman and 
that automatically makes �usie 
identify with her in her powerlessness 
and her oppression as a woman . If 
not for some quirks of fate, we c ould 
all be in her position. "I have a­
commi tment to supporting women arid to 
putting my energy into helping when I 
can and doing what I can do," Susie 
told me. 

The other politically based issue is 
the recognition of oppression based 
on poverty . People who are arrested 
and have to spend time in jail tend 
to be poor, and .people who have money 
can bail them9elves out . "Simply 
because she doesn't have the money 
she can' t  get out of jai1, •• Susie 
said, "and that is discrimination 
based on economic and social status, 
and that is wrong ," 

Anyone who would like more information 
about the Support Group or would like 
to donate money for Mary Williams' 
bail fund should send questions or 
contributions to Susie Sewell or 
Su zanne Little, c/o Small Changes 
Book Store, 409A N. Main, Bloomington .  

Anyone who would like to send letters 
of support to Mary should write to . 
Mary Williams, c/o McLean County Jail, 
104 W. Front, Bloomington. 

I asked Susie if she had one final 
thing to say, and she did. She said 
she was tired of people demanding 
that only saintly people deserve any 
SUP.port, and of people demanding 
that she have a reason for .supporting 
Mary. 

" The key issue," Susie said, "is 
whether or not I have to justify my 
suppq+t of a woman who is in jail, 
beyond the fact that there is a woman 
in jail who has asked for my support . 
And I say no . That is justification 
enc.ugh."• 

--Deborah Wiatt 

Downs Import 
Auto Service 

the best foreign 
McLean County 

car 
• • service ID 

Vunder 
Bag ™ 

Shaffer Dr. , Downs 3 7 8 ·4321 
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State splits Pontiac Brothers 

Pontiac 17 trial 
moved to Chicago · 

Pontiac 14 face 
Bloomington trials 

The 1 7  Pontiac Brothers charged with 
conspiracy to murder three guards 
during the Pontiac prison uprising 
in 1978 won an important victory June 
1 .  Judge Ben Miller moved their 
trial to Cook County, which defense 
attorneys argued was the only location 
the Pontiac 1 7  had even the possi­
bility of a fair trial . 

All 1 7  are black , all from Chicago, 
and all face the death penalty in 
the largest capital case in modern 
history. 

Earlier , Judge Miller agreed to move 
the trial from Livingston County , but 
hadn ' t  decided where to move it to. 

Defense attorneys convincingly argued 
that only Cook County contained 
enough potential black jurors that 
some may actually survive prosecution 
challenges and become jurors. Getting 
black jurors is especial ly difficult 
in a death penalty case , defense 

' 

attorneys pointed out , because the 

Fourteen Pontiac prisoners will stand 
trial in Bloomington for their alleged 
role in the July 22, 1978 uprising,  
according to David Saxner of the 
Pontiac Prisoners Support Coalition . 

Thirty-one prisoners were in�icted 
last March in connection with the 
rebellion. S eventeen charged in a 
single murder conspiracy indictment 
will be tried in Chi

.
cago. 

The remaining 14 prisoners ' charges 
will be resolved in eight separate 

prosecution is permitted--in addition 
to its other challenges--to disqualify 
every juror who philosophically 
opposes t�e death penalty. (Statistics 
show that blacks tend to oppose 
capital punishment in far greater 
.percentages than the general popula­
tion , which isn't surprising since 
blacks tend to be the primary targets 
of state-sanctioned executions.) 

In moving the trial to Cook County , 
the judge did not openly concede to 
the defense's arguments. Instead , 
Judge Miller said he chose Chicago 
because only Cook County ' s  security 
facilities were adequate to confine 
and try the· entire seventeen as a 
group. 

The Pontiac Prisoners Support Coali­
tion says that Judge Miller ' s  moving 
the trial to Cook County is still a 
tacit admission that racism is a key 
issue in the Pontiac uprising 
trials ·• --M .S .  

trials presided over by 5 different 
judges. 

The 14 are charged with a variety of 
non-capital crimes , ranging from 
correction code violation and mob 
action to aggravated battery and 
attempted murder , 

According 
attorneys 
still try 
County.• 

to Saxner , supporters and 
for the Pontiac 14 will 
to move the trials to Cook 

--M .S. 

Support all 31 Pontiac Bro thers 
by Pontiac Prisoners Support Coalition 

' 

Through the age-old "divide and 
conquer" strategy , Governor Thompson 
and his boys are trying to deplete 
public support for the 31 Pontiac 
Brothers. The 17 named in a murder 
conspiracy indictment will be tried in 
Cook County. The remaining 14 brothers 
charged with non-capital crimes face 
trial in McLean County. 

Facing trial downstate , the 14 are 
isolated from their own community , 
their b�se of support , their families. 
Their defense is hampered by the long 
distances their attorneys must travel. 
Urban blacks and Latinos , .they will 
face juries of rural whites. 

The state is pushing to try the more · 
isolated 14 first , hoping a few quick 
convictions will bolster the prosecu­
tion ' s  push to execute the seventeen 
brothers in Cook County. 

We must give our most determined 
support to the Pontiac 14 . We can ' t  

allow the state to split the Pontiac 
Brothers and their supporters into 
pieces. 

We must emphasize the essential unity 
of the Pon tiac )1 . All 31 Pontiac" 
Brothers are Ela.ck or Latino and the 
state is attempting to fan the flames 
of racism to p romote their frame-up. 

All 31 of the indictments come in 
retaliation for a single event --a 
rebellion against inhuman conditions 
prevailing at Pontiac Prison. 

All 31 are being framed on the basis 
of "evidence " concocted in a single 
investigation during a four-month 
deadlock where bribery, physical 
deprivation , iso1ation from family ,  
friends , and lawyers , and direct 
harassment including physical 
'beatings were used to coerce state­
ments from prisoners. 

Thus , the unity of the Pontiac 
Brothers is real. Some men are 
fighting the electric chair. Others 

. 

are fighting p rison sentences which,  
when added to their present sentences , 
mean a lifetime behind bars. ( By  law 
any sentence received while in prison 
must be added to the existing 
sentence. ) 

All of the Pontiac Brothers , so long 
as they are in prison , must face the 
constant threats and harassment from 
guards who will assume that they had 
something to do with the deaths of 
three guards on July 22. 

All of the Pontiac Brothers are in 
this position on the basis of one of 
the dirtiest frame-ups in the history 
of the state. 

And all of the Pontiac Brothers must 
be freed so that Governor Thompson and 
his cronies can no longer evade their 
responsibility for conditions in the 
Illinois prisons. Let us all unite 
to expose the frame-up and put the 
state on trial.• 

letter from Pont iac Brother 
*******************************�****** 

POST-NOTE: This open letter is by 
Allen Mack , one of the 14 Pontiac 
Brothers indicted for a non-capital 
offense in connection with the prison 
uprising July 22, 1978 .  Mack ' s  trial 
for mob action and correction code 
violation will be held in McLean 
County. 
************************************** 

Prior to my indictment for "mob 
action " on March 5 ,  1979 , I was 
plaGed in disciplinary segregation 
for alledgedly turning a food cart 
over in August of 1978 .  After doing 
three months in segregation , I was 
released. One month later , I was 
returned to segregation for talking 
on the gallery at night . This was 
simply an excuse to get me back in 
solitary confinement for an additional 
15 days , and to give me an additional 

six months for turning over the food 
cart in August of 1978 .  The very 
same food cart I had already served 
three months for previously ! 

While I was in segregation , my 
personal property was taken. 
Apparently by the "security officers " 
who were supposed to be watching it , 
or at least they were responsible for 
the property. Items such as personal 
mail , towels , clothing , and even 
cosmetics. This left me with no 
personal hygiene materials, and 
practi cally nothing else , during my 
stay in segregation , a condition 
which still exists. 

Due to my indictment on March 5 ,  
1979 , the "Ad justment Committee " 
assigned me to segregation for one 
year , and took one year "good time " 
as well , 

P rior to these occurrences , I had 
only been in Pontiac a few days. I 
didn ' t  even know anyone at Pontiac. 
I had been locked up 24 hours a day 
since I arrived at Pontiac. But 
these people still charged me with a 
crime I knew nothing about until 
almost eight months later ! 

The officer who accused me of turning 
over the food cart has already quit. 
S ince I ' ve been in segregation , my 
eyes have gone bad. When I tried to 
get some eyeglasses , I was told by 
the optometrist to look out the 
window.• 

--Allen Mack 
(Pontiac Indictee ) 
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Pantagraph trivializes prisoner's lawsuits 
Be twe e n  mid-June and mid-July, Pontiac 
pris one r Paul William Tedder file d 
four laws uit s  to correct conditions in 
t he pe nite ntiary. 

In t hree of its four articles on t he 
s uit s ,  t he Daily P an t a graph trivialized 
the prisone r ' s e ffort s to cont e s t  t he 
outrageous conditions Pontiac pris oners 
live in. · 

Tedder ' s  s uit s s e e k  t he end of �rowded 
two- man ce lls , re s torat ion of laundry 
for pri s oners , and acce s s  to t he law 
library for hims e lf. Wit h anot he r 
prisoner, Tedder has als o  s ue d  t o  
corre ct an e nt ire array o f  conditions 
inside Pont iac. 

A s imilar s uit file d by S t a t e ville 
pris oners in la te 1976 is ne ar s e t tle ­
ment- - with the Department of Corre c­
t ions accepting a court order to cut 
S t a t e ville ' s  populat ion and provide 
s pe cified minimum provis ions and 
programs for pris one rs . ( S e e  
adj oining s tory. ) 

Tedder ' s  firs t s uit a s ke d  s pe cifically 
that t he court order Pontiac to quit 
a s s igning two men to t he prison ' s 
5 x 9 foot cells . Eve n t hough t he 
gove rnor and the dire ctor of correc ­
tions have admi t t ed t h a t  overcrowding 
helped caus e the 1978 rebellion which 
killed three guards , t he Pant a graph 

Suit forces 
A s uit filed by e ight S t at e ville pris ­
oners in la t e  1976 is ne ar s e t tlement, 
with the D e partme nt of Corre ctions 
promis ing to make mas s ive conce s s ions 
in a s igned cons e nt de cree--a fe deral 
court order to re lieve overcrowding 
and dras tically improve living condi­
tions a t  the Jolie t pe nit e ntiary. 

The de partme nt planned t o  s ig n  July 11 
but s ome fur t he r  pris oner obj ections 
to t he s e t tlement have prolonged ne g o­
tiat ions another 90 day s ,  according t o  
a Corre ctions D e p t .  s poke s pe rs on. 

In 1977, plaint iff Ronald Burbank ' s  
s tory a ppe ared in t he Pos t-Amerikan, 
detailing t he conditions he conte s t e d  
i n  court. 

S t a te v-ille ' s  population was a pproach ­
ing 3, 000--more t ha n  twice the 
pris on ' s int e nded capacity. One -man 
cells frequently held t hree prisone rs. 
Without work or s chool a s s ignmen-t s ,  
more t ha n  half the men s at idle, 
packed like s ardine s in t he ir tiny 
cells up to 22 hours a day. Ove r ­
crowding and unde rs t affing overtaxed 
t he prison ' s  ability to de live r basic 
s e rvice s .  Dis tribution of clothing 
and pers onal hygiene items was s potty, 
while pris one rs wait e d  long intervals 
be twe e n  s howe rs , laundry, and be dding 
change s .  

A s  bas ic j anitorial work became s hod­
dier, roache s and s piders moved in 
e ve rywhere . Broke n toile t s  we re left 
unre paire d, and re cord-ke e ping on 
pris one rs ' medical and financial his ­
torie s was s loppy and confus ed. Pris ­
oners we re vulnerable to as s ault from 
othe r  pris one r s .  

The s uit maint a ined that the ove rcrowd­
ing, lack of pers onal s afe ty, uns ani­
t ary surroundings a nd lack of me aning ­
ful work or s chooling cons tituted un­
cons titutional condit ions of confin�­
me nt. 

And the federal court a nd t he Depart­
me nt of Corre ctions are about to 
agre e .  

The Pos t-Ame rikan ha·s a copy o f  t he 
25-page cons ent decre e ,  which s pells 
out in minute de t ail s pe cific mirlimal 
st andards of living S t a t e ville mus t 
maint ain. The Departme nt of Corre ct� 
ions commits it self to comple t ing 
s p e cific concre te improve me n t s  a t  
Stat eville by s pecific date s .  

Only one man will be hous e d  i n  e �ch 

tre at e d  t he s uit lightly. " To g e t he r ­
ne s s  apparently g o t  to an inmate of 
Pontiac, " t he Pantagraph be gan its 
s hort article, which was he adlined 
" ' Two ' much. " 

Tedder wants Pontiac to s e t up a 
laundry s y s t e m  for pris one r s .  Te dder 
s ays he has n ' t  had a change of be dding 
s ince Nove mbe r  1977 and has only one 
s e t  of clothes to we ar. He has t o  
wa s h  i n  his toile t. As t hough 
implying that Te dder s houldn ' t  be 
complaining, the Pant agraph ment ions 
that pris one rs burne d t he Pontiac 
laundry during las t  s umme r ' s 
rebellion. But D avid S axne r of t he 
Pontiac Pris oners S upport Coalition 
s aid in Bloomington las t May t hat t he 
prison laundry was cle aning only 
office rs ' uniforms during t he s ix 
months prior to t he upris ing. 

· 

Trivializing Te dde r furt he r � the 
P an t a graph s aid t he pris oner a s ke d  
t he courts " for re lief from condit ions 
he doe s n ' t like at t he ins titution. " 
In addit ion, t he s tory s ay s  " Tedde r 
claims " ins t e ad of the more neutral 
" Te dde r s ay s "  or " Te dde r s t a t e s . "  
And t he j oke rs a t  the Panta graph 
couldn ' t resist a pun for t he laundry 
s uit he adline: " Prison inma te wan t s  
prison to cle an u p  its act. " 

S ayin g  he ' d  be e n  kept from Pontiac ' s  

law library s ince filing his firs t 
s uit, Tedder s ue d  to regain us e of 
the lawbooks on July 6. The P ant a­
graph handled t his s tory s t raight­
forwardly. 

Sayin g  t hat t he t ot ality of condit ions 
a t  Pont iac cons titutes cruel and 
unus ual punis hment, Tedder filed a 
federal s uit July 10. The s uit cit e s  
overcrowding, ins uffic"ient s t aff, bad 
food, inadequa t e  medical a t t ention, 
and lack of e ducation and voca tional 
t ra ining. Res ponding to a s imilar 
s uit, t he Department of Correct ions 
has already admit t e d  that s imilar 
condit ions at S t at e ville cons t it ut e 
cruel and unus ual punis hment (s e e  
adj oining s tory ) . D e s pite t he 
s e rious ne s s  of t his prison conditions 
s uit , t he P ant agraph he adlined: 
" Ira t e  inmat e file s 4 t h  s uit. "• 

--Mark Silvers t e in 

As we were laying out this issue, the Pantagraph 
reported that Pontiac prisoner Jesse Fields-­
joined by 51 other prisoners including Paul 
William Tedder--just filed another overcrowding 
suit. The paper seems to finally be regarding 
the suits s�riously. Besides abandoning its 
belittling style, the Pantagraph even took the 
trouble to independently verify (by phoning the 
Dept. of Corrections) the new suit's contention 
that Pontiac's population was increasing. 

changes at Stateville 
ce ll. The prison ' s  popula t ion will 
drop to 2050 imme dia t e ly, and gradual­
ly drop t o  a maximum of 1659 by 1981. 
Minimum is s ue s  of bedding, clothing, 
and toile t article s are s e t, along 
with guarant e e s  of s howers and s have s 
a t  s pecific intervals . S t a t e ville 
agre e s  to ins t all new plumbing in e ach 
cell by 1981. A profe s s ional e xt e rmi­
nator will s pray e ach building e ve ry 
month. The pris on agre e s  to provide 
s e curity from bodily and s e xual 
a t t acks . 

Within nine months , t he department 
agre e s  to provide e a ch pris oner the 
opport unity to 1) e nroll in an acade m­
ic prog ram a t  high s chool or colle ge 
level, 2) le arn a marke table s kill in 
vocat ional training, or 3) work at a 
j ob bas e d  on t he pris one r ' s  abilitie s 
and intere s t s .  

In ant icipa tion of s igning the con�ent 
decre e, S t a t e ville �ut horitie s have 
alre ady take n  s ome dra s tic ( and s ur­
pris ing) s te ps towards its imple men­
t a t ion. 

Firs t, as required in t he court order, 
prison officials have dis tribut e d  a 
copy of the cons ent de cre e to e ach 
pris oner at S t a t e ville. Prisoners 
also learned of the proce dure s for 
notifying the court if the D e partment 
of Corrections viola t e s  t he con s e nt 
decre e .  

_Se cond, S t a t e ville ' s  popula tion has 
already be e n  cut to the leve l imme d­
iately required. 

A recla s s ificat ion of all p ris one rs , 
als o orde re d in the decre e , is com-
ple t e .  

· 

Partly
.

to incre a s e  pris oners ' 's e cur­
ity from a t t ack, S t a t e ville has s e p­
ara t e d  prisoners cla s s ifie d a s  
" a ggre s s ive " into one ce llhous e ,  while 
grouping minimum and me dium s e curity 
pris one rs in othe r ce llhous e s .  The 
numbe r of me n voluntarily hous e d  in 
t he protective cus tody unit has de­
cline d from 400 t o  60 s ince F e bruary, 
according to A s s is t ant Warden Cowan. 

The adminis tration als o claims to be 
moving fas t on it s commitme nt to pro­
vide j ob as s ignme nt s .  Over 1000 men 
were una s s igne d in F e bruary, A s s is t ant 
Warden Cowan s aid, and that number was 
down t o  180 in mid-June . 

Many of t he s e  new a s s ignments are 
likely to be j obs only on paper. A 
man a s s igned to "labor pool, " for ex­
ample, may not act ually be called out 
to do much work. The prison has a 
long, long way to go before fulfilling 
its promis e to provide me a ningful work: 
re al vocational training or acade mic 
e ducation to all prisoners . 

* * * * * * * 

Does the Department of Correcti-0ns ' 
willingne s s  to s ign this cons ent de ­
cre e s ignify las ting change for the 
live s of S t a t e ville ' s  prisoners ? The 
field of pris on reform is lit tered 
with t he s craps of hard- fought - for 
court orde rs t ha t  have be e n  ignore d, 
e vaded, or openly defied by prison 
officials . 

"OK, s o  you g e t  a court orde r, " com­
mented Je ane t t e  Mus engo, Director of 
t he Illinois Pris ons and Jails Proj ect, 
a prison wa t ch dog group. " So whos e 
army do you s end in tq e nforce it?" 

But Mus engo is not totally pe s s imis ­
tic about t he e ffectivene s s  of the 
pris one rs ' laws uit. " I  think it ' s  one 
of t he big re a s ons conditions a t  
S t a t e ville have improved, " Mus engo 
told t he Pos t-Ame rikan. 

If s uch s uit s re ally force the D e ­
partment of Correct ions t o  move, t he n  
w e  may b e  s e eing chang e s  a t  Pontiac, 
too. Citing s imilar conditions , and 
( probably ) s imilar fe deral court pre ­
cede n t s ,  Pontiac pris oners filed a 
s imilar s uit in July ( s e e adj oining 
s tory ) .• 

--Mark S ilvers t e in 
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Court says 
gayness is· political 

On May 31 the California Supreme Court 
ruled that privately owned utilities 
cannot discriminate against gay 
people. The suit had been filed in 
197 4 against Pacific Telephone and 
Telegraph . 

PT&T maintained that even if they 
had discriminated against gays, such 
action was not illegal. Both the 
trial court and the District Court of 
Appeals agreed with this position. 

But the state Supreme Court reversed 
the decision, in a 4-3 opinion, on 
the grounds that coming out as a 
homosexual is a political act and 
that employers are forbidden by state 
law from interfering in their em­
ployees' political activities. 

It is this holding--that job discrim­
ination violates the political free­
dom of gay people--which makes the 
decision a landmark ruling. It has 
no binding application out side the 
state, but the opinio.ns of the Cal­
ifornia Supreme Court are highly re­
garded and often followed by other 
courts. 

--The Advocate 

Gay lib in Sioux Falls 
"It was a lit tle scary at first, but 
it worked out pre t t y  well," said Randy 
Rohl, 17, the ·first high school stu­
dent anywhere to t ake a same-sex date 
to a prom. 

Rohl became the center of cont roversy 
when he asked t o  take a male friend 
to the Lincoln High annual dance. The 
principal of the Sioux F�lls, S?ut� 
Dakota, school granted his permiss�on : 
"My belief is that people need the:n 
rights protected. Homosexuals have 

rights." 

Despite some crank calls and some 
joking, t here were no physical threats 
Rohl said. "I had a lot of support ive 
people around me." 

Rohl and his date, Grady Quinn, 20, 
got up to dance five times during the 
evening. "The first one was a slow 
dance," said Rohl, "and people were 
a lit tle surprised to see two g uys 
dancing together." But their disco 
dancing attracted less at t ention, and 
several classmates came up to congrat­
ulate Rohl on his courage. 

Rohl has lived most of his life in 
Sioux Falls. He came out to his par­
ents about six months ago and says his 
mother "is taking it hard." He now 
lives away from home with a lesbian 
couple. 

Randy has no regret s about his action. 
"I just wanted to go to the prom 
like anyone else. I t hink we had at 
least as good a time as anyone." 

- -The Advocat e  

LA passes strong 
_gay ordinance 

Los Angeles became the 44th U.S. city 
to ad-Opt gay civil rights legis� �­
tion. In a 13-2 vote, the LA City 
Council approved a comprehensive or� 
dinance which prohibits discrimination 
against gay people in employment, . 
housing, credit, public accommodat �on, 
and other areas. Victims of discrim­
ination can sue for up to $400 in 
small claims court. 

Religlous fundamentalists crowded 
counc1 l char:',Lcrs for the vote but 
managed to intimidate only two mem­
bers of the council. 

- - The Advocate 

Dope has invaded television for 
keeps. Numerous "public access" 
cable TV programs around the country 
have featured marijuana and other 
drugs as important props. Some of 
the shows have drugs as the primary 
focus, despite the fact they are 
still illegal. · 

"Sinsemilla Street," named after a 
popular variety of seedless mari­
juana, features a young woman dis­
persing advice on how to grow, smoke 
and bake with pot. She calls her 
show "the only televised consumer 
dope report in the world." 'she 
makes on-the-air phone surveys of 
her audience, asking their opinions 
about dope questions, and gives out 
prices and other information pertain­
ing to dope. The show is regularly 
transmitted from Manhattan Cable 
Television in New York, a firm owned 
by Time-Life, Inc. 

Previously cablecast on Manhattan 
Cable was "High Witness," a self­
described "dope variety hour" that 
showcased such acts as the rock band 
Blondie and Rolling Stones harmonica 
player Sugar Blue. "High Witness" 
also featured "The Unknown Dealer," 
a man wearing a paper bag over his 

�I 
Yau deserve a fake taday 
When is a cherry pie not quite a 
cherry pie? Consumer Reports says 
that it's when the cherry pie comes 
from McDonald's. 

The magazine says it has analyzed 
cherry pies from 4 McDonald's 
restaurants in the New York area and 
found that they contained an average 
of just 5 cherries each. Consumer 
Reports says that this is pretty slim 
pickings when compared to the package 
photo, which shows more than 100 
luscious-looking cherries. 

The magazine says that McDonald's 
cherry pies appear to violate Food 
and Drug Administration regulations 
which require that a frozen cherry 
�ie contain at least 25% cherries. 

--Straight Creek Journal/ 
Borrowed Times 

GIBSON GUILD FENDER 

head displaying large quantities of 
hashish and Columbian marijuana, and 
the "Mari juanathon," a dope telethon 
in whici1 viewers called in to pledge 
joints to a local smoke-in. 

Other dope-oriented TV programs 
include a cocaine quiz show entitled 
"Where's My Line?" and a satirical 
soap opera, "Mary Wanna, Mary Wanna. " 
One program in Madison, Wis. combines 
sorcery with coverage of dope 
subjects, while a Washington, D.C. 
cablecast had a panel discussion on 
dope consisting of 1 0-year-old kids. 

--High Times 

JULY 
WED. 18--Ben Kruger 

19--Jim Vasilou 
20--Chez Bocat 
21--Blucgrass Crackerjacks 
22--Venusian Blind 
23--Tom Roser 
24--Jackson 4 

WED. 25--Curt Cav�ier 
Dwayne Hoover Band 

26--John Briggs 
27--Joh n Novotny& 

Rich Margherio 
SAT. 28--Willy Berry 

29--Dallas McGee 
30--Bill Sample 
3 1--Tom Roser 

Rich Margherio 

AUGUST 
WED. 1--Venusian Blind 

2--John Briggs 
3--Albcrt Neuliep 
4--Bogaert 
5--Dallas McGee 
6--Tom Roser 

Rich Margherio 
7 --Curt Cavnier 

Ed Morris 
8- - John Novotny 

Jim Budzius 
THU. 9--John Briggs 

10-- Jim Vasilou 
1 1--Bluegrass Crackerjacks 
12--Dwayne Hoover Band 
13--Rich Margherio 
14--Tom Roser 
15--Jim Vasilou 
16--John Briggs 

F RI. 17--Chez Bocat 
18--Willy Berry 
19--Wing O f  Song 
20--Bogeart 
21--Debbie Graham 
22--jim Vasilou 
23--John Briggs 

111 e. beaufort 
normal 

YAMAHA O�AllON 

WOODSON KUSTOM lRAVIS BEAN 

d to play 
�hen sell you ihe . :J�t guitar. 

GUITAR 
WORLD 
105 �J Brc.:xJcjwoy • �Jormol. IL 61761 

309 tl52 0,1 l'.' 
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State Farm ignores teachers 
Members of the Unit 5 Education 
A s s ociation, the Bloomington Education 
A s s ociation, and the Illinois Educa ­
tion As s ociation joined together in an 
effort to pres ent a res olution con­
cerning State F arm ' s  attitude toward 
unions at the State Farm annual policy ­
holders ' meeting on Monday June 11. 
They didn ' t  get very far. 

Teachers union members were concerned 
about State Farm's attitudes for three 
reas ons. First, the Unit 5 Education 
As s ociation has been trying to gain 
the Unit 5 s chool board ' s  recognition 
as the teachers ' bargaining a gent for 
s everal years with no s ucces s .  

Second, St,ate Farm employees who are 
members of the Unit 5 s chool board and 
other boards and government bodies 
s eem to cons is tently take a hard line 
when dealing with unions . · 

Third, supporters of the Unit 5 Educ a ­
tion As s ociation s oliciting s ignatures 
for a pro- recognition petition received 
a lot of responses like, " I ' m  s orry. 
I ' d  rather not s ign that becaus e my 
hus band/wife works at State F arm. " 

From this Unit 5 Education As s ociation 
members concluded that the State F arm 
bos s es are s trongly a g ains t unions , 
and for this reason employees on 
government bodies might be afraid to 
openly s upport any union recognition. 
In fact, the teachers ' as s ociation 
s aid in a pres s conference that 
s everal State Farm employees perceived 
an unwritten rule: employees 
reflecting State Farm ' s anti-union 
philosophy will be looked on favorably. 

So Unit 5 members who were State F arm 
policyholders put together a res olution 
to present to the annual policyholders 
meeting ( s omething akin to a corporate 
stockholders meeting) ,  the place where 
ordinary folks get to throw in their 
two cents worth about how they thin� 
the company s hould be run. 

The res olution s aid that State Farm 
employees who s erve on government 
bodies s hould feel free to vote as 
their cons ciences or the wishes of 
their cons tituents tell them concern­
ing ques tions of union recognition 
and negotiations . There s houldn' t.be 
any pres s ure, either formal or 
informal, from the company. 

Seems like a reas onable thing to a s k, 
does n ' t it? 

Well, a pparently the State Farm big ­
wigs didn ' t think s o. 

Members of the teachers ' a s s ociation 
arrived at company headquarters at 
10 am s harp, the time the meexing was 
to begin. ·They s pent s everal minutes 
proving they were policyholders to the 
man at the regis tration table and were 
us hered up to the meeting a t  about 
10: 0 5. ( Now remember here that the 
teachers had called State Farm a week 
before to warn them about this res o ­
lution. A t  that time B ruce C a l lis 
of the State F�rm pers onnel office 
told them the meetings generally 
las ted an hour to an hour and a half 
and that their res olution would come 
under new bus ines s ,  �s ually abQUt an 
hour into the meeting. ) 

No s ooner had the teachers walked in 
a nd s at down than Edward Rust, State 
F arm President and chair of the 
meeting, called for new bus ines s .  The 
teachers were caught flatfooted but 
one hurriedly rais ed her hand and s aid 
"Yes ! "  It was too late. Rus t  turned 
his head the other way and as ked for a 
motion to adjourn. He immediately got 
one and the meeting ended. It had 
las ted all of s even minutes . ( For a 
more detailed des cription of the 

Swallowed at 
Corporate 

Headquarters 
REPORTER'S NOTE: The atmosphere was 
like something out of a science fiction tale 
when I visited State Farm corporate head­
quarters to cover the annual policyholders' 
meeting. Well, I missed the actual meeting 
since Ed Rust was in such a hurry (see 
adjoining article), but I knew I was going 
to have to write some description of the 
atmosphere in the corporate palace that day. 
Hence, the following article. It may sound 
like sci-fi but, believe me, the real world 
can be just as scary as any fiction. 

Corporate Headquarters loomed black on 
the horiz on a s  I approached. Its dark 
weight s eemed to s wallow the s unlight, 
and the wall towered on three s ides as 
I walked pas t  the s ea of commuter 
vehicles and into the main entrance. 
I'm next on the menu, I thought. 

Inside, s ix men in gray s uits carrying 
walkie-talkies blocked the main hall­
way. They all s tood at parade res t, 
feet apart, weight evenly dis tributed, 
like they teach you at police s chool. 
They eyed me carefully ; I wa s not in 
uniform and not to be trus ted. 

The atmos phere grew hea vier. 

I was directed to 3. s mall table where 
I produced my identification p apers . 
One of the gray s uits came over and 
laoked over my papers with the man 
behind the table. 

" Thos e  a-re four years old!" the gray 
s uit s aid. I s hivered a bit. The 
other man paus ed, s tudying my papers , 
and then s aid, " They ' re s till good." 
I was in. 

The man behind the table appointed an 
" es cort" to take me ups tairs to the 
meeting. We walked down the main hall 
into the larges t room I have ever 
s een. Six s tories high and a city 
block in each direction, the room 
s hone with s unlight s treaming in 
through the s kylights above. Ever�­
thing s eemed to s parkle gold and s il­
ver. The floor was open except for 
benches amids t little pockets of 
trees and bus hes . It was like a beau­
tiful indoor park. Birds even chirp­
ed in the trees . This mus t  be the 
heart of the Company. 

But as my es cort hus tled me along, I 
noticed that there weren ' t  actually 
any birds in the trees . The cheer­
ful twittering came from loudspeakers 
hidden in the bus hes . Vis ions of 
men in gray s uits s itting at a Com­
munications Cons ole playing tapes of 
bird calls ran through my head. 

atmos phere at State Farm that day, s ee 
the adjoining s tory .) 

When the teachers confronted Rus t 
about his temporary blindnes s, he at 
firs t tri�d to play innocent. But 
after a few minutes he finally admitted 
he had a copy of the res olution in 
front of him. His only defens e was 
that the res olution was 
"inappropriate. " 

It turns out that the teachers weren ' t  
the only ones the State F arm execs 
were worried about that day. 

They had als o f�red that membe.rs of 
the Metropolitan Area Housing As s ocia ­
tion (MAHA) from Chicago would appear. 

MAHA has been fighting ins urance red­
lining in poor Chicago neighborhoods . 
Redlining is refus ing to ins ure 
res idents of a certain area, alway s ,  a 
poor people ' s  neighborhood. It ' s  
technically illegal but hard to prove. 

MAHA members had been to Bloomington 
before to picket Corporate Headquarters 
and dis cus s redlining with State Farm 
officials . But MAHA didn't s how up at 
this meeting. 

So faced with the threat of h�ving two 
groups of ques tioning citizens at their 
annual meeting, State Farm bos s es 
apparently decided the only s olution 
was to pack the hous e ( except for the 
teachers ,  all 200 attending were State 
Farm employees )  and cut it as s hort as 
pos s i�le. So cut it s hort they did. 

�till, s even minutes mus t  be s ome 
kind of record.e 

_:.clave nels on 

It wa� a beautiful park with all the 
right s ounds and s mells , but nothing 
to get you dirty. All dirt was neat­
ly contained behind pots and retain­
ing walls. There weren't any real 
birds to drop their.lo�ds on the 
neatly pres s ed uniforms .  The heart 
of the Company was s terile. 

We walked through the p ark past more 
men in gray s uits with walkie­
talkies at each hallway leading from 
the park. Up the es calator where at 
each floor more uniforms s tood be­
hind velvet ropes a dmitting only 
thos e authcrized to the floor. 

" Am I really that dangerous?" I 
thoug ht. 

Finally we reached the floor where 
the meeting was being held. A new 
group of gray s uits with walkie­
talkies commanded the fl.oar. I was 
identified to them and about to be 
pas s ed through the check point when 
the doors of the meeting room s wung 
open an� uniforms s tarted pouring 
out. I looked at my watch. It was 
10: 12. 
" Sorry , "  smirked one gray s uit next 
to me. " It looks like_ the meeting 
is over." 

I had the dis tinct impres s ion· of 
having j us t  been s wallowed •• 

- - d.n. 
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Normal .police defend 
Dear Post, 

Two weeks ago last Wednesday I was 
picked up for picking 3 small rosebuds 
at the corner.of Linden and East 
College . 

I see these flowers every day as I pass 
them in my car, so I decided to stop 
and pick a couple . I see people pick­
ing them every once in a while . I 
went to a nearby store and bought a 
couple of things, and when I came out 
to my car, I notice d 2 po licemen 
snooping around it . 

I reache d the car and was told I would 
have go to the police s tation with 
them . They did not tell me that the 
flowers were on city property and that 
it was illegal to pick them . Instead, 
L followed them to the station, where 
they proceeded to treat me like a 
criminal, very hard-nose d .  

Gary Wroan was the officer who asked 
me my addre ss, name, and place of 
birth . He would no t tell me why I was 
be ing asked the se questions, until I 
asked. him why I was even at the sta­
tion for such a small thing . He was 
extremely cold and unfriendly . 

He took the flowers �nd told me that 
I was not go ing .to be booked this time, 
but if I was ever seen picking those 

<!tlass11]1r rith abs 
Female roommate 'Wanted to share 2 
bedroom apartment in Bloomington. 
Own room. Call 829-5263. 

OPEN DAILY J\1 
1 p . t-\ . 

Sunday, August 5 

Prairie Alliance Benefit 

( I 
! 

Kristen Lems 

flowers again, that I would be arrested . 
He let me go then . 

The flowers on the corner have no sign 
that prohibits picking them . I wro te 
Police Chief McGuire of the incident 
and request .ed a sign be po sted .  I 
have had no response . 

I t's still a mystery to me how police­
men can be so hard-no sed to a young 
girl for such a small offense . I 
guess they've nothing be tter to do than 
pick up on defenseless young ladies 
picking a couple of flowers for my 
table at home . 

--A reader 

. .  _ .. _. _ ........ 

WBNQ hogs band space 
Dear Post: 

I am an FM radio listener, as many 
Post  readers are, I am sure. I 
listen to public radio stations like 
WSSR (Springfield), WESN (Bloom­
ington), WILL (Champaign), and WGLT 
(Normal). They are all between 88 
and 92 on the dial. 

I t  bo thers me, though, when stations 
such as WBNQ-FM, 101, appear at not 
only one place on my dial, but six 
places, This station appears at 89 
and partially blocks out at least one 
public radio station, WSSR. I t  also 
appears at 96, 104, 107, and 111, It 
is the only station that does this. 

One engineer at the station claimed 
a device was available that will hook 

\ 

up to any FM radio and eliminate this 
interference; there is such a device 
for TV interference, but none for 
radios. The only thing that will 
improve the situation is for WBNQ to 
lower its power output, now 50,000 
strong. 

I encourage people to write the FCC 
and urge them to lower WBNQ's power 
rating, since they are the ones who 
set it. The FCC's address is: FCC, 
230 S .  Dearborn, Chicago, Illinois, 
60604. If enough people write, maybe 
their rating will be lowered enough 
to make a difference. 

Sincerely yours, 
David Burdette 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

JUL� 
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8 

2.5 
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(tentative) 
ELLEN 

McILWAINE 

TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

2� 
JIM 

SCHWALL 
returns 
s1oocovER 

2 
PORK & THE 
HAVANA DUCKS 

9 
TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

20 2.1 

Bluegrass 2.7 
with a flair 
"COUNTRY 

GAZElTE" including the National Banjo Champion with special guests 
BLI E4"RA.SS 

('RA.( 'Kt; R.IA.f 'KS 

3 
DIAMOND T 

BAND 

10 
J.E.B. 
STUART 

Eddie 
Clearwater 

WITH Addie GUEST 
2.8 

Horse 
Creek 
country rock 

4 
TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

11 
VANESSA 

DAVIS 

15 ALL .LAY- Z - J  MUS IC PROVIDED BY SALLY NEW AGE MUS IC 

I BIRDM� 
16 17 18 

CACTUS 

JACK 

Be atle s ,  Stone s ,  Kinks , e tc. 

All date s s ubject to chan g e . ' & 
Ple a s e  ca l l  the "J" to confirm. SUTTON 

JIM 

SCHWALL 

21 
PORK & THE 
HAVANA DUCKS 

28 
LUTHER 
ALLISON 

22 
HOWLIN' AT 
THE MOON 

29 
KOOL RAY & 

THE POLAROIDS 
60's rock 

ALESHA 

23 
TO BE 

ANNOUNCED 

30 
JUMP 'N' 

THE SADDLE 

24 

31' 

LINES 

25 
DUKE TUMATOE 
& THE ALL STAR 

FROGS 
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Reader urges decriminalized 

h�sband·killing 
De ar Post- Amerikan: 

I have some comme nts about some past 
issues of the P - A .  My first one is 
about Doc B ison ' s·article conce rning 
the Men ' s Celebration in Champaign­
Urbana . .  I liked the article and 
thought it was well written . I also 
like d his comments about libe ral men 
who mistak�nly think of themselves as 
oppressed and then compare their so­
c alled " oppression" to the oppression 
of minorities such as women, bla c ks, 
children, the poor, gays, Chic anos, 
etc . I also think that it is right to 
criticize a men ' s libe ration movement 
that would disre gard how much of a n  
oppressor some m a n  w a s  a n d  a c cept him 
into their " struggle" j ust be c ause he 
has a penis betwee n  his l�gs . 

I next want to compliment the Post on 
its last issue. I think that the 
article s about le sbians and gay men 
were excelle nt . I applaud your con­
sciousne ss about wome n ' s and gay 
issue s .  I fe e l  that the quality of 
the Post has be e n  incre asing in terms 
of content and politics .  

I want to also comment o n  the article 
in the last issue which compare d the 
David Daluga shooting to Mattie Good-
man ' s c ase . .  

· 

Until I moved out of my parents ' ·  
house, I live d with cops all my life . 
My fathe r was a cop, my c ousin was a 
cop, my uncle was a sheriff. We had 
cops at our house a lot whe n I was a 
kid . The y  would sit around and talk 
macho cop talk- - about who the y had 
mace d, how they had seen a state cop 
hit someone in the chest with his 
handc uffs, how my uncle would kick the 
people in " his" jail . 

The cops that I saw (an<l unfortunately 
my father included) viewe d their wives 
and childre n (they were all bre e ders) 
as " their" prope rty. The houses they 
lived in, the c ars the y drove were 
their property as well . The community 
was theirs ( I guess that ' s where we 

So I was shocke d, but not surprised 
that a cop shot David Dalug a . 

And as long as cops can shoot people 
to protect their laws, but it is still 
not considere d ille g al for men to rape 
their wive s in Illinois, I think that 
the state should decriminalize wives ' 
killing their husbands . Sinc e this is 
a sexist, male-dominated society that 
perpetuates a sexist, male - dominated 
j ustice system that makes it next to 
impossible to convict woman beaters 
and rapists, we should make it 
impossible to convict a woman for 
killing her husband . 

P e rhaps then men would think twice 
about trying to hook women into being 
their slaves to take care of their 
physic al and emotional ne eds by 
marriage . Perhaps then men would 
think twic e be fore the y would emotion­
ally and physically abuse the women 
they had marrie d .  

--Jack Davis 

Alternate praises 

Post 
Dear Friends,. 

We received and read your June-July issue with 
the special section on Gay Pride Week and the 
historic coverage of the struggle for gay civil 
rights with a great deal of appreciation and 
heart-felt thanks. 

Y�u have reiterated beautifully that the sti:uggle 
for human rights is both universal and, even in 
America, transcultural. 

Best Wishes. 

John W. Rowberry, 
Editor 

. The Alternate 
San Francisco, CA 

got the term " city fathers" ) . The laws 
were theirs and they took it pe rsona11y 

Reader if someone broke the law .  asks for mail 
As cops they felt that they could do 
anything they wante d .  They were above 
the law .  After all, the law·was 
theirs . Richard Nixon was a cop . Dan 
White was a cop . 

Dear Post, 

If you wouldn't mind, would you please put my 
address in the paper and ask people to write 
to me? 

Thanks very much. Later. 

Cathy Head 
1942 E. Cantrell 
Decatur, IL 62521 

The best of .hand and 01ind 
co01bined in beautiful 

in1ports and An1erican gifts 
WE HA VE SOMETHING 
JUST RIGHT FOR YOU 
•BOXES •FETISHES •\\TOOLS •SILKS •ENAMELS •NIELLO •BELLS •BELTS 
•ORNAMENTS •LEATHER •MACRAME •BEADS •AMBER •GEMSTONES 

So Ram it today 
•JEWELRY TOOLS •JEWELRY SUPPLIES 

10.:5:30 Mon-Sat 12:00 -4:00 Sun 
101 Broadway Mall Normal, Ill. 61761 
!Across from the public library) ph. 309 I 452-2924 · 
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Thousands protest mining in Black Hills Page 18 

Several thousand people gathered in 
southwestern South Dakota on the 
weekend of July 6, 7, and 8 to raise 
public awareness about the proposed 
uranium mining on Indian land. 

The weekend started with a rally on 
Friday evening at the Rapid City 
Civic Center. Speakers included 
Sister Rosalie Bertell; Bill Means; 
Dr. Judith Johnsrud, a legal 
intervenor in the Three Mile Island 
investigation; and John Trudell, a 
Nebraska Sioux and AIM leader who se 
family was killed in a fire earlier 
this year in which arson is suspected. 

Several musicians including Bonnie 
Raitt, Jackson Browne, and Jesse 
Colin Young donated their time to 
boogie with the crowd. 

Saturday's action was a 17-mile wal: 
from Rapid City to P iedmont, 
culminating in an overnight campout 
and workshops and traditional Indian 
ceremonies on Sunday. 

The walkers got started about 10 a.m. 
on Saturday. There were more people 
walking than were at the rally the 

night before. People had come from 
all over the country and from other 
c ountries to participate. The line 
of walkers was a mile long and 5 
abreast. They carried signs, banners ,  
and drums. Some chanted and sang. 

It was really hot. Water trucks, 
to ilet on wheels, and medical vehicles 
travelled alongside the procession; 
and there were reststops every two or 
three miles so  that everyone could  
refill their canteens. 

Everything went very smoothly. 
Security people from the �lack Hills 
Alliance made sure'the procession took 
up no more than one lane of traffic as 
they marched along the busy interstate. 
There were a few sunburned shoulders 
and blistered feet and everyone was 
glad when they reached the campsite. 
Cold fruit and juice and sun teas were 
there waiting to be consumed by 
exhausted walkers. 

Some people climbed to the top of a 
hill and participated in a traditional 
religious ceremony. I was much too 
tired for that. 

Speakers were scheduled for Saturday 
night but attendance was not so good. 
Workshops on Sunday included 
The Nuclear Fuel Cycle, Land and 
Water Rights, and Organization and 
Rac ism. 

Lawyers are busy in the Rapid City 
area trying to stop the multi-national 
corporations from ravaging the Indian 
land. Meanwhile the Black Hills 
Alliance is planning a week-long 
survival fair for next year.• 

--Susan 

Old nukes never die •• They don't fade away 
In the wake of the recent brush with 
oblivion at Three Mile Island, many 
people have called for the closing of 
the plant. That raises an embarrass­
ing problem: nobody knows exactly 
how to get rid of a nuclear reactor. 

The question wasn't supposed to come 
up until the end of the century, when 
the first nuke plants would be ready 
for retirement. The ever-obliging 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRG) 
doesn't require detailed plans until 
the generator is slated to be 
" decommi ssioned, " so the utility 
companies haven ' t  had much incentive 
to work out the nukes' funeral 
services. 

There seem to be three possible ways 
to deal with a dead nuke, each of 
whi ch has its drawbacks and an 
appropriately morbid  name. The 
proposals include "entombment, " 
"mothballing, " and dismantlement 
followed by transportation to a 
"burial ground. " 

Mothballing and entombing are both 
relatively simple. In the first 
metho d, the radioactive wastes are 
removed and the plant then remains 
untouched, until it is no longer 
dangerous. Of course, as long as 
the nuke remains radioactive, a 
24-hour guard must be posted. This 
expense can be avoi ded by entombment, 
whi ch means burying the entire plant 
in a thick cement shield to protect 
passers-by from irradiation. 

The main ob jections to these metho ds 
are fairly obvious--they would turn 
the countryside into a nuclear 
cemetery. And, more importantly, 
the decommissioned plants won't be 
safe for a goo d  half a million years 
(some people think longer). 

The third metho d, favored by the 
and the Atomi c Industry Forum, a 
nuclear trade agency, is to wait 
years or so, flood the plant to 
decrease radioactivity, cut it up 
into pieces, and bury tl;lem deep 
underground. Whether or not it's 

NRG 

100 

The case of the lost 
plutonium 

Accident� and goof-ups have been part 
of the nuclear industry since its very 
beginning. What follows is the story 
of the trials and errors of the very 
first encounter with plutonium. 

The Manhattan Pro ject was attempting 
to produce the first atomic bomb at 
the University of Chicago in 1942. 
At great expense, a plutonium factory 
was built and at last the first two 
precious beakers of plutonium were 
delivered in great secrecy to the 
group of physicists in Chi cago. The 
entire group was notified to meet 
promptly. the next morning to make 
plans to put the noxious substance to 
work. 

That night, the diligent janitor came 
in to tidy up. He dusted, swept the 
floors, rearranged chairs, poured the 
beakers' contents down the drain, 
and washed the glasses. 

The next morning the horrified� 
director announced to the astoni shed 
staff that the plutonium was gone-­
down the drain--and was somewhere 
underneath Chicago. The janitor was 
collared for intense questioning, and 

mystified Chi cago sanitation engineers 
were rushed in.with sewer maps. The 

.main sewer from the lab was closed 
off an� the painstaking, job  of sewer 
searching was begun. The deadly stuff 
was finally lo cated, trapped in a 
stagnant poo l  two and a half blocks 
downstream. 

Now a bucket brigade was formed, 
compo sed of the world ' s  leading 
physicists and_ scientists. Bucket 
after bucket of filth was carried 
back to the lab for resource recovery. 
Most of the material was accounted 
for. The wizards gathered again, 
this  time to so lve the radioactive 
waste dispo sal problem. How should 
rakes, shovels, buckets, soiled 
gowns, etc., be dipo sed of, when 
they would remain hazardous for 
244, 400 years? 

The lo cal junkman solved the problem 
easily. He discovered the pile of 
"hot" junk out back of the lab and 
loaded it up in his truck. He 
carried it to the city landfill and 
buried it under tons of trash from 
the day's co llections. 

either 
,techni cally possible to cut through 
JO inches of steel under water is a 
matter of dispute. Even if this 
problem is solved, where will the 
utilities bury the several hundred 
tons of radioactive steel and cement? 

And then there ' s  the expense, which 
ultimately will appear on consumers' 
electri c bills. The only reactor to 
be decommi ssioned so far cost.$6.9 
million to dismantle--it cost only 
$6 million to build in the first 
place. The Atomi c Industry Forum 
said in 1976 that a $1 billion 
�lant could be decommissioned for 
$13 to $15 million. But the Forum 
now puts the pri ce tag at $50 million. 
A study conducted by the Council on 
Environmental Qualit�, however, 
nlaces the total at $100 million. 

Oh, well, we could all stay indoors 
for the next 500, 000 years.• 

--Ferdydurke with thanks 
to the Saturday Review. 

Later that day, a scientist came 
running into the lab with news of the 
latest disaster. The garbage man was 
detained for intensive questioning, 
while the scientists donned their 
radiation suits and set out for a day 
of garbage-picking at the dump. Hours 
later, an enormous mound of contami­
nated tires, boxes, mattresses, milk 
cartons, tin cans, shovels and pails 
had appeared back at the lab. 

Perhaps the scientists lo st self­
confidence at this po int. In any 
case, the U.S. Army soon appeared 
with a detachment of so ldiers and 
steam shovels. They s cooped up the 
mess and drove out of the yard 
forever, carrying the radioactive 
waste with them. To this day, no one 
knows for sure where that garbage 
went. 

Now you see how the pattern was set .• 

--B.C. 
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Painted-faced carpenter quits Clinton plant; 

vows to disassemble Amerika During the car ride home, with the aid 
of some fine red korean ginsing, I came 
to understand what to do. So that 
Monday I went out to the nuc plant with 
my friend. When I got there, I sat 
down in front of the plant and lay my 
face paints down in front of me--green, 
black, and red. Gre en for growth, 
black for free dom and unity, and red 
for anger and hope. These colors I 
appl}ed to my left fac� as a symbol to 
end authoritarianism and nationalism. 

Four of us together that first day-­
all of us friends, and prepared 
equally (according to the paper that 
CETA had given us). We all knew what 
we were doing a.�d moved towards it. 
We had completed a pre-apprenticeship 
training program together that had 
given us some basic skills to begin to 
become carpenters. 

I had never seen the nuclear power 
station. When we were some distance 
away from Clinton someone said, "Look, 
there it is, " and off in the very far 
distance I could see the large cranes 
use d  to hoist and move materials. 
When we arrived I saw its full terrible 
glory. A large silo-shape d  mesh of 
thick bars sticking out from a field 
of concrete. We sat that first day 
for three or four hours in the hot 
sun in full view of the monster 
waiting to swallow us up. Many 
feared for our lives. 

Finally the door opened: organization, 
quickly take a picture give a social 
security number say a name take a 
hardhat. WaJt. Sit through a health 
meeting where they tell you it's very 
important to never work without safety 
glasses and in the same breath say 
that the supply of glasses is gone. 
Listen as they tell you of the siren 
for tornado, cuz oddly enough two 
tornados have passed through here in 
·the last two summers. 

Sit. Wait. Go to work. Finally 
a release of tension. The work is 
real. You can't even tell you're 
building a nuc plant, it's too big. 
Workers are good. Free. Opening 
immediately . Helping, needing help . 
It's almost anarchistic. The task is 
such that each worker knows what to do 
and does it. A very good atmosphere 
for a while. 

But the classism begins to show very 
quickly and the waste. There are 
subtle attitudes towards laborers, 
towards iron workers, towards everyon0. 
There will be many times when I will 
just stand, looking for things to do. 
Time passes. 

• Slowly in the few weeks I worked there, 
I became accustomed to the j ob; click, 
click, click, go to work, sleep, eat,· 
go to work, sleep, eat, go to work. 
Enj oyable sometimes, horrible sometimes 
and when I'd get close enough to the 
containment vessel, I'd kick it. My 
life started to become a maj or drudge. 
Something needed to change. 

The Rainbow Gathering in the Arizona 
mountains was that change. A healing 
time with singing heartsongs, dancing, 
praying, talking, Loving, organizing, 
feelinga Om for peace and freedom. 
A decision to eradicate nuclear power, 
and to disassemble the united states 
of america. I was awakened. 

I stoo d  and walked into the plant and 
talked to the workers ready to go horre 
after work. I told them about the 
gathering and how we had decided to put 
an end to nuclear power. I told them 
of the coal alternative and the wind/ 
sun power. I opened the challenge to 
them. �t is their families as well as 
ours and this is a beautiful land which 
could be destroyed. 

Thev laughed .  Romeone said �rom the 
crowd, "Let's lynch him. " So I went 
and got my tools and said goodbye to 
the good friends I had made while I 
worked and I left. 

I quit working out there because I· 
couldn't stand the idea of what I was 
building. We don't nee d  nucs. I don't 
chink my action is very effective in 

Stopping the nuc though because 
economics will make many people who 
work there stay even though they do 
understand the dangers. We have an 
amazingly difficult task ahead of us . 
What can we do?• 

--a worker 

Secret chemical 
nuk·e cool pool 

to clean your nuke 
Dow Chemical has recently developed 
a special chemical to "clean out" the 
Dresden three-reactor unit near Morris, 
Illinois . Dresden is one of the oldest 
nukes in the country. It is so old 
that it is becoming too hot (radio­
active) to handle, so this is why 
Com Ed ordered this special chemical. 

The normal practice is to pour concrete 
over an old reactor and guard it for 
eternity, but Com Ed hasn't gotten 
enough money from their investment in 
Dresden. They believe Dresden has a 
few good years left. 

The nature of this chemical is top 
secre-c. The Attorne:y- General's office 

can't even find out what it is. 

And where will they ke·ep the sludge 
that will be made from the combination 
of that unknown chemical and all that 
radioactive gunk? Don ' t fret, they'll 
keep it all right here in Illinois . 
We don't share our atomic garbage with 
anybody. We got our own fe deral waste 
dump right in our own backyard. Ah, 
what a comforting thought .• 

--Susan 

UPCOMING ACTIONS 

Aug. 4--Rally to stop nuclear weapons 
and nuclear power. For more info call 
Mobilization For Survival in Chicago, 
J12-427-25JJ. 

Aug. 6--Legal rally at Rocky Flats 
bomb plant in Colorado. For more 
info call Rocky Flats Truth Force, 
JOJ-44-J-0887. 

... 
-
LI. 
0 
a: 
a. 

I 
z 
0 
z 

''""'.r 

.: � . ' '! \ '\-·'""�"'"---·--� 

.. 
0 

.. 

� 
0 
� •. :;. 

Commonweal th Edison recent l y  peti­
tioned the United States Regu l atory 
Commission to increase the number of 
spent fuel assemblies that they can 
keep in their onsite coo l ing pond. 

The pond was designed to hold 340 
spent fuel assemb l ies . It now holds 
868 spent fuel assemb l ies . Com Ed 
wants to stick 2112 rods in that pool 
with no struc tural modificat ions to 
the cooling pond . 

Those fuel rods are very radioactive 
and remain

"
so for thousan ds of years . 

That is why it is so imporL•nt to have 
cool water fl m:ing between these 
assemblies at al l times. If Com Ed 
gets permission to add these addition­
al fuel assemblies to the coo ling 
po�Js, the space between the spent 
rods wil l be 10 inc hes or less. 

That's pretty damn c l ose, if you ask 
me. It is total l y  inconceivabl e  that 
a pond designed to hol d  340 spent 
fuel assembl ies cou l d  also safel y  hol d  
2112 . • 

--Sus an 

BOOKSTORE 

Women's Boo ks, Health Care, 
Non-sexist Children's 

Literature, 25-cent Used Books 
and MORE 
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l�i . 



Eating from grocers' dumpsters: 
L ast month's issue introduced the 
idea of eating food capitalist's 
garbage rather than swallowing their 
lies. During our research for the 
article on rescuing good food from 
grocery store dumpsters, we became 
concerned about this great waste of 
food. Since then, we have unsuccess­
fully attempted to obtain straight­
forward answers from the managers 
of the stores that we personally 
knew were throwing away a lot of .c 
edible food. In most cases, 

·swallowing their lies was so 
nauseating that we could in no way 
have eaten anything. 

We guessed that store managers would 
not admit that enormous amounts of 
edible food are being wasted. We 
were right. Through various manipu­
lative techniques, they tried to 
evade recognizing that their own 
profiteering is to blame for the 
phenomenal flow of wasted food, 

Before talking with the store managers 
we checked out the legal aspects of 
dumpster scavenging. We contacted 
the city attorney's office and the 
McLean County Health Department. 

While attempting to obtain a legal 
opinion from Paxton Bowers (one of 
the two city attorneys), we sensed 
animosity. Inspecting dumpsters' 
contents wasn't a valid concern to 
him. His words of wisdom to us, as 
interested dumpster hunters, were 

that s tore·s may take action to 
prevent. us from rooting through 
their trash. This action, he con­
curred, may lead to locked dumpsters. 

Bowers' animosity became open when 
he learned we were reporters from the 
Post-Amerikan. At that point he 
referred us to the Illinois Revised 
Statutes in the library. Since there 
are only four volumes, he snidely 
said it shouldn't take us too long 
to find the information we were 
seeking. 

David Stanczak, also a city attorney, 
proved much more co-operative in 
exploring the legalities of plunder­
ing dumpsters. He seemed to think 
that a theft charge could not be 
brought against dumpster .shoppers 
because the complaint would have to 
show whose property was being stolen. 
Since trash is worthless, who could 
be charged for stealing it? 

A dumpster hunter could be charged 
with trespassing if: 1) a sign is 
posted which warns the individual 
that they are on private property; 
or 2) if there is not and the owner 
verbally tells the individual that 
they are trespassing--at which point 
i£ they don't leave they could be 
apprehended. This sack of criminal 
charges paves the way for inhibited 
would-be dumpster raiders. As long 
as you leave the premises if warned, 
you are not violating the law. 

The health department told us that 
there was nothing in the health code 
which would prohibit grocery stores 
from g�ving away food after the 
expiration date for legal sale. 

After ascertaining that there is no 
criminal code or health code which 
prohibits the availability of free 
food, we were elated to observe the 
store managers swallow their lies 
when we told them we ate their garbage. 

Our worst fears that those in control 
?f ou: dai�y lives are incompetent 
imbeciles interested only in dollar 
s�gns were validated when we spoke to 
Mike Haberkorn, co-manager of Normal's 
Kroger store. 

Having explained to Haberkorn our 
conc�rn for the waste in dumpsters, 
he vigorously denied the existence. 
of edible food in Kroger's dumpster. 
He said that their trash consisted 
of products d�maged during shipping, 
or from deterioration of the product 
to the point that it isn't saleable. 
Haberkorn seemed quite confident he 
was right until we told him we'd eaten 
br?ccoli, strawberries, cabbages and 
onions out of the Kroger dumpster. 
Before we finished listing the foods 
we had found, Haberkorn threatened 
�ction: "There will be a lock put on 
l t." 

In his.fe�ble a�t�mpt to explain 
away his insensitivity to those who 
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"Commies nip Vets 3 • 1 
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It doesn't pay �o.be patriotic any 
more. You just don't get any res­
pect. 

Take the case of the Combined Veterans 
Organization of McLean County. Here 
are a bunch of All-American guys who 
fought and bled and killed and maimed 
for their country, and they can't get 
a little street re-named without a 
hassle. 

I mean, these fine fellows don't just 
want to play bingo and show stag 
movies. They want to do something 
meaningful for our community, and 
nobody appreciates it. 

It couldn't have been easy for the CVO 
to come u� with the idea of changing 
King sley-Center street to Veterans 
Drive. But they did, probably all 
by themselves. 
And what'happened? The Commies who 
lived there didn't like the idea. So 
the CVO had to think some more and 
figure out a way to get around those 
pinkos who use logic and practical 
reasons and other subversive tricks to 
interfere with patriotism's onslaug ht. 

But the bDys from the CVO were up to 
it. They hit upon a plan that would 
defy all rational obj�ction and prove 
once and for all that patriotism has 
nothing to do with log ic: change the 
name of Belt Line Road to Veterans 
Memorial Parkway. 

Of course, some smart-aleck members 
of the Normal Town Council did point 
out that calling the Belt Line a park­
way was· a misuse of the language, but 
that was just more subv�rsive logic . 
Thank heaven the CVO's scheme was 
s ufficiently irrational to convince 
the rest of the council, and they 
approved the change to Veterans Mem­
orial Parkway. 

Then, just as the Bloomington City 
Council was set to go along, the state 
of Illinois offered resistance. The 
state's transportation officials said 
the name wouldn't fit on a standard 
road sign. More practical rubbish. 

Darwin Cochran, one of the CYO's chief 
political analysts, recognized what 
the state was up to. "I believe they 
could write Veterans Memorial Parkwiy 

as easy as anything they could hand on 
their sign," he observed in an unusual 
display of anti-authoritarian pique. 
"They've already taken �lemorial Day 
a way and made it a weekend so tficy can 
go out and have a cocktail party." 
By God, you can't fool a veteran. 

Cochran said the CVO just wanted a 
tribute to veterans in the Twin Citles 
to replace what has been taken away 
since "flag-waving" stopped in 1945. 
Thus, they will settle for the simple 
hut eloquent Veterans l'arklva)'. "Jf 
we make a hassle out of it, they might 
take it away from us," pouted Cochran. 

I 

Then tlfr CVO had to get the \iorma J 
c ouncil to go along with the change in 
�he chan ge of the change of the orig­
inal change. !laving a ccomplished 

that, you'd think patriotism's dream 
would finally be ach ieve d, wouldn't 
you'? 

But, alas, a patr i ot' s life is never 
c a s y . \\'h c n t h e s t a t c ' s o f f i c i a 1 h i "h -
1vay m:.ip 1vas released recently , it ,� 
5howed Be 1 t Lj nL' Road. A new map 
won't be published 1mti I 1981. 

This L1h• of frustrated ideals is -;u toucl
_
1i11g that I think we ri ught to �ome I up with othcr

_
ways of paying tribute to the veterans in our commun i tv. l'L'r-haps Miller Park could be re�amcd Vet­erans Mcmori;il Fore s t and Hecreational Arca· Or Sugar Cre e k cou Id t1L' c111 ed. veterans 1'!ernur1al \\aterivav. {\ja,·be the American Legion could eve� he J�si�-nate� a valuable and worthwh i l e so� ial serv'.ce

_
·organization. An ything for p atr 1 ot 1s m. • 

- - Fe rdy durk L' 



official s,  store ma nagers react
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aren ' t  able to afford� or are j ust 
plain fed up wi th, the i r  exorb i tant 
prices, Habe rkorn expla ined that 
eve rything on Kro ge�' s she lves was 
dated with an expiration code. upon 
expira t i o n , the products are no 
longer saleable and, there fore he 
assumed, no longer fi t f o r  consump­
tion. Haberko rn said at one po int 

that produce "date [3 i tse lf, " but 
later refuted that statement by 
saying there is an expiration date 
for produce , too. Once that date 
passes, whe ther it is still edible 
or no t, the produce i s  thrown out. 

To justify his bo urge o is, knee - j e rk 
disgust at dumpster scavenging , 
Habe rkorn claimed that .Kroger ' s  would 
be re sponsible for what could happen 
to consumers of dumpster food. " If 
some o ne took a muskme lon fro m the 
trash on your porch, wouldn ' t  you 
fee l  responsible ?" he asked. Because 
the trash wasn ' t  refrigerated, 
Haberkorn claimed, the melon-eater 
would get sick. He also said that 
muskmelons are refrigerated during 

shipping and kept refrigerated in 
the store until they reach a customer 
o r  a dumpster. 

But when we called Kroger ' s  the next 
day asking if there was any way to 
get a chilled muskmelon, we were t o ld 
the me lons were not refrigerated. I s  
Habe rkorn trying t o  poison his 
customers with unsanitary, warm me lons ?  

Haberkorn also recommended that we 
call Kroge r ' s  m�in office in Cham ­
paign , where we would o btain all the 
information we needed. We chose no t 
to do that, confident that Haberkorn 
portrayed the position of Kro ge r ' s  
pro fit mo tivation at work . 

A t  one point in our conversati on, 
Haberkorn boisterously proclaimed , 
" I f  we can ' t  se l l  the pro duct on the 
she lves , we aren ' t  going to se l l  i t  
in the dumpste r . "  The i dea o f  anyone 
ge tting fre e food in any way from his 
re fuse seemed to tally i nconce ivable 
to hirL . 

• 

\ 
\ 

:::pf j) 
The manage �  of E i sne r ' s at Co lle ge and 
Tows.nda , Di c l':.  Presely, re fuse d to dis­

. cuss the sub j e c t  of dumpsters with u s  
and re ferre d us t o  his ma in o f fice i n  
Champa ign . 

The Redbird IGA on Main St . in No rmal 
has an alternative to the outright 
waste that seems to prevai l  in most 
stores. Larry Culleton, the IGA man­
ager, to ld us that most of the fo od 
thev don ' t  se ll goes to a farm oper-

ated by the IGA . The salvageable 
foods are mixed with the animals ' 
feed. Although the pro f i t  from fe e d­
i ng the animals goes to I GA ,  at least 
i t ' s  no t wasted. 

The Eastgate IGA, managed by Don 
Swigert, also claimed t o  have a viable 
alternat i ve to wasting food. He told 
us that the fo od which is no t so ld at 
his store i s  given to the Salva t i o n  
Army . That sounded very adm i rable; 
however, when we cal led Captain 
Whe e ler, who rece ives all food do­
nat i o ns for the Salvati o n  Army, we 
go t a diffe rent sto ry. He t o ld us 
he had ne ve r rece ived any f o o d  dona­
tions from the Eastgate IGA. 

Whe e le r  said that pe rhaps Swigert 
had meant the Home Swe et Home Mis­
si on . We called the Mission to 
check i t  out . Mike Kreppe l ,  the 
assistant director , told us that al­
though they serve 1 50 to 200 meals 
a day, none of their fo od donations 
comes from the Eastgate IGA. 

We wonde r why Don Swigert to ld us 
this deli b'e ra te lie about dona t ing 
fo od to Salvation Army ? Perhaps his 
guil t  about this wasted food was so 
intense tha t he had to make up a 
st ory about fe e ding the poor to ap­
pease his conscience ab out gett ing 
rich at the expense of the po o r. 

Our f i r s t  and o nly expe ri e nce in 
conversing wi t!1 a store manager who 
didn ' t  a ttempt to j ustify the waste 
of "°- -:: e rtain amount of fo o d  was wi tr, 
Ja c t  ::-lo c k e r , o vvn e r  o f  Jack ' s  Pro duce . 
Ja c k  waa wi lling to a am i t tha t a l tho ugh 
a pro duct i s  nc longe r sa leable , i t  
c o u l d  s t i l l  be e di 2 �e . H e  co nte n ds � .  
ho weve r , that o n c e  the pro du -:: � � �  
"thro wn into t h 2  civ..rr.tDS G e � ,  2- 7- sno ul c:.�.:. i -� 
o e  c o n sume d  o e c�u s e - o :  tne germs i t  
come s in c o n t a c t  wi t� . Hi s pro du c e  
mar't , t1 e claime Q ,  O D 8 I' 2. T; e 3  1 1 \vi t.f� l e .::; c. 
th2.r.:. 1 %,  s hrinka ge f3. c to r , "  whi 8h me 2ns 
that le s s  than 1% of all th e i r pro du c 
i s  t.'1 � o vr..::.. o u 0  p 

Wnen we t o l �  J? c K  o f  tn e vast q uan ­
ti t i e s o f  e di b l e  f o o d  we f oun d

-
in 

h i s  dump s t e r  h e  re plie d that this i s  
unc o mmon and must have b e e� a mi s ta k s . 
Ja c k  agre e C.  tha � i =-- tne r9 wa s a v i a -:=- :2_:-; 
alterni tive f o r  di stri buting fo o d  
( wh ich would b '°· who lesome ,, i1f consume C. �oon a f t e r  i t  was o b taine � �  s ome prc ­
ducts would no t have tc b e  pi tche d .  

Wyso/cpf 

NOBODY'S 
GON N A  - - - · ·· EE .: ; : · :---. 

., . 

After having recognized Jack ' s  genuine' 
concern for the waste of food, and 
recalling the obvious need for food 
at the Home Sweet Home Mission, we 
contacted Jack and aske d him if he 
would be willing to talk to Mike 
Kreppe l at the mission. Jack was more 
than willing to speak to Mike Kreppel. 
Kre ppe l later to ld us that he and Jack 
were going to meet next week to devise 
a plan to enable the Home Sweet Home 
Mission to receive the produce which 
�s slightly damaged but edible. 

We realized after our experience with 
Jack ' s  Produce and the Home Sweet Home 
Mission cooperating to put to go o d  
use .the fo od being wasted , that alter­
natives are not so far-fetched . We 
fe e l  there is a real nee d fo r a way 
fo r needy people to benefit from the 
great quantities of waste so typical 
in American culture. 

Until that happens, there will still 
be· food going to waste in the dump­
sters and we will continue to encour­
age pe ople to eat it . •  

--Do l ly Dumpster 
--Greta Garbage 

Zombie politician 
" 

Would you believe Jim Morris on 
running for lie ute nant governor 
of Louis iana ? The former William 
Cas s e lberry Jr. belie ve s t hat when 
Doors lead s inger Morris on died, 
his . s pirit entere d  Cas s e lberry' s 
body, wh ereupon Cas s elbe rry le gally 
change d his name to Jim Morrison. 
Polls t e rs s ay the re incarnated rock 
s tar doe s n't have a ghos t o f  a 
chance t o  w i n . e  

- -High Time s 
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Business f 
c r itic izes !, 

'' ' " "'' ' - t n c  roorn���!.�t�SS I[.• 
ru l e 2  against put t i ng ice in drin�in; 
v.;3 -c e ::.'""' ? 

2nat was o n e  of the first regulat i o � �  
by the then new Occupati onal Safe t: 
and Health Administration in 1 971 , anc 
0 3:'.·L� h a s  ta.Ken a lot of guff frorr• 
c o nservat ives about i t  and o ther 
s im i l arly silly rules . 

= �  turns out . howeve r ,  that the 
d ::::'inking water rule and almost all t n "'  
c th e ::::' s � lly rul es ridiculed by 
bu s i ne s s  were actually handed to 0 3 r�­
by th e business community i tse l f . 

When industry rea li zed that i t  had 
lost i ts long ba ttle to keep the 
gove rnment out of the health and 
sa fe ty problems of wo rkers, business 
lo bbyists pe rsuaded Congress to adopt 
existing "vo luntary industry standards " 
as the basis o f  the new OSHA 
regulat ions. One of those standards 
was the drinking water rule . •  · 

-- " My Turn, " Newsweek 



Rainbow gathering · ·  Post-Ame rikan Au gust, 1 9 7 9  Page 2 2  

communal living 
• 

an ex perience 
• 

1n 
The annual Rainbow Family Heal ing 
Gathering took place this year near 
Alpine , Arizona in a rather secluded 
forest region about 10 , 000 feet in 
elevation. 

Each year the gathering is held in a 
di fferent sacred area. Mother Earth 
is prec ious to those who gather. The 
purpose of this event is for people 
everywhere to coma together and form 
a temporary co-operative community 
that is heal ing to all , including the 
earth a 

We bel ieve that we are all one with 
e ach other and the .rest O f  the 
Universe. P eople are encouraged to 
continue this loving , co-operative 
l ifestyle on a permanent basis. 

The main focus of the gathering is 
during the fi rst week in July , but 
work to make these gatherings happen · 
goes on nearly year round. Before 
the gathering , people work making 
trail e ,  digging shitters , buying food, 
and co-ordinating activities , as well 
as doing a lot of p. r. work with the 
locals. ( Th�s year the locals in 
Alpine banned the Rainbow Family from 
their stores and gas stations. ) 
Afterwards a massive cleanup is done. 

::eavy traffic areas are re-seeded with 
grass and trees are planted. It is our 
goal to l eave the area in a better 
state than we found it. 

The Rainbow Gathering is an enlight­
ening experience , to say the least o 
P eople of all lands , bel iefs , and 
ages come together and share in 
community , and it is beautiful. 
P eople are very friendly and not 
ashamed of their bodies. On warm days 
there are many naked bods. 

The people make the gathering work. 
There is always a need for volunteers 
yet there is always time for relaxation 
and spiritual ity. Communal meals are 

Draft beer, not people 
There are eight bills pending in Con­
gr�ss to re vive the draft . Most of 
these bills would re quire re gistration 
to be gin within a y e ar. 

Three of these bills include women. 
Two of the bills re quire induction of 
up to 200, 000 pe rsons into the Army ' s  
Individual Re ady Reserve. Two of the 
bills move the Selective Se rvice 
Syste m to . the Department of Defense , 
removing it from control of Congress 
and allowing the Pentagon to decide 
who qualifies as a conscie ntious ob­
j ector. None of the bills allows for 
educational or related defe rments , 

A particul arly interesting bill is 
HB 2206, which would re quire a l l  men 
and women to re gister at age 17 , and 
at 18 to choose among the following 
se rvice op tions : 

1 )  2 - y e ar military se rvice ( in re turn 
a person could receive 4 y e ars of 
educational be nefits) ; 

2) 6 months active duty and S �  years 
in the reserve s ;  

3) 1 y e ar civilian se rvice at slave 
wag e s ;  

4)  enter a lottery and chance being 
drafte d for two y e ars active mili­
t ary se rvice and 4 y e ars in re serve 
( plus 2 years of e ducational bene ­
fits in return) . 

The bill most like ly to pass is 
HB 4040, which would attach t he draft 
re gistration to the mil itary appro­
p riations bil l  that Congress usually 
approves. 

Why is there a ne ed for more U. S .  
troops ready for action? Is the U . S. 
military planning a uew war ? 

NATURAL FOODS 
516 N. Main St. Bloomington, Ill. 61701 

�� 1\atora.1 food, stare .i �or1�. . . 1 
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served tw ice a day • .  There i s  no 
electric ity and all meals are cooked 
over open fires. Imagine mari j uana 
cookies for 5,000. There are also 
several individual kitchens that 
serve food and drinks at various 
times. All is free and all are wel ­
come. Donations are accepted , monetary 
as well as those you can smoke. 

The atmosphere is festive as well as 
sp iritual. Acoustic instruments 
and singing are heard all around. 
Workshops are available on various 
new age topics. Al cohol and other 
hard drugs are discouraged here while 
healthful herbs are wel come. This 
year more , th-a.n l ast I noticed that some 
were indulging in c igarettes, meat , ·  
sugar , tobacco, and caffeine , but this 
is not a group head. These are p�ople 
who came from all over and have never 
met before , in most cases, and are 
trying to live as brothers and 
sisters. There is still a lot of 
consc iousness raising to be done. 

No place has yet been determined for 
next year ' s  gathering. I �eard rumors 
of North Carolina. Those interested 
in finding out about next year ' s  
gathering should write to the Rainbow 
Family ,  Box 5577, Eugene , Ore . , 97405 a e  

--Susan 

President Carter has mentioned the 
ne e d  to " increase military presence 
in the Mid d l e  East . "  The oil com­
panie s and the gove rnment have be en 
trying to convince the Ame rican 
publ ic for months that the OPEC 
nations are to bl ame for inflated 
gas price s and shortages within 
Ame rican cities ( de spite the fact 
that confidential sources within 
the oil industry c l aim that the U.S. 
oil companies have more oil than they 
know what to do with and are havin g t o  
buil d  ne w storage tanks) . 

P ro-war heads want to bring back the 
-d raft. Mavbe the next move is U. S. 
military a�tion to make those damn 
Arabs cut loose of that black goo�­
sh* t  that control s  the . Ame rican 
psyche. 

I think if the draft i s  reinstate d 
there will be revol ution in the 
stre e ts .  I f  the re's not, there shou l d  
be. 

I f  Carter wants to fight s o  bad, then 
why doesn ' t  he lay his ass on the l ine 
for the thre e - car family ? White bread 
and obe sity forever ! Long live the 
Ame rican dre am ! 

For information about the d raft and 
how to fight its re vival, write one 
of the fol l owing groups : 

Coalition Opposing the Draft 
Room 305 
343 South De arborn 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Women Strike for P e ace 
2 0 1  Massac huse tts Ave, NE 
Suite 102 
Washington, D. C .  20 002 • 

- -Susan 
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Post reporters subPOen88'd 
Pago , ,  

to testify ag�i�st Campbell 
Pos t - Amerikan s t aff members D ave Nels on 

. and Tom Pouliot have been s ubpoenaed to 
give s worn t es t imony a g ain s t  J udge 
Keith C ampbell July 20 in a hearin g 
before t he Illinois Judicial Inquiry 
Board. 

C ampbell has been under inves tigation 
ever s in c e  the two Pos t s t affers filed 
a formal comp l aint in S ept. ' 78 .  
According to t hat c�mplain t, t he j udge 
expelled Tom Pouliot from an ongoing 
trial for s ket c hin g a witnes s .  In­
addition, the j udge ordered the court ­
room l ocked, denying D ave Nels on and . 
the general pub l ic a c ces s to the ben c h  
t rial. 

If it believes t here is enough 
evidence of mis conduct, the Judicia l 
Inquiry Board c an file cha rges a g ain s t  
t he j udge before t he Illinois Courts 

Commis s ion. The Judicial Inquiry 
Board would fun c t ion as t he pros ecu­
tion, and a hearin g would determine 
if the j udge is guilty or not guilty. 
If found guil t y, C ampbell c ould be 
punis hed wit h  reprimand, c en s ure, 
s us pen s ion, or even removal from t he 
ben ch. 

A few weeks after t he Pos t  reporters ' 
complain t was filed las t fall, S t at e ' s 
A t t orney Ron Dozier launched a public 
a t t ack on Judge C ampbell , urgin g voters 
to dump him in t he November election. 
Dozier cited a n umber of ex amples of 
what he called t he j udge' s "bizarre 
and irra t ion al" b·ehavior on t he benc h. 
Vot e rs ret ained C ampbell anyway. 

When del iverin g the s ubpoen a, an 
employee of the Judicial I nquiry Board 
expres s ed his nervous n es s  about 

Post·Ameri kan benefit 

· ·a success! !  

Yes , it's now his tory : t he firs t Pos t 
Amerikan Benefit. Yes , it was als o 
very s uc c es s ful. Amazin gly enough, 
t he P - A  benefit, held June 24 at t he 
Lay - Z - J, c ame off in fine fas hion. 

About 1 5 0 - 175 people s howed up to re­
lax and t o  s how s upport for t he P - A. 
A few a l s o  s howed up probably not 
knowin g about the benefit, but s eemed 
to have fun j us t  the s ame. 

The fes tivities began around 8: 00 pm. 
when t he P - A  s t aff, wit h high energy 
and high expec t a tion s ,  s t arted t o  col­
lec t don ations at t he door. We 
arranged our col orful P - A  t - s hirt s in 
hopes of t urnin g our readers on to 
t his fine buy. ( By the way, we s till 
have many of thes e gorgeous s hirt s for 
only $ 4�00 . Check them out.) 

Pe te C a l lah an, one of the P- A ' s s t af­
fers , began t he evenin g ' s  ent ert ain ­
men t wit h his acous tic guitar and har-

We made $ 280 . 00 for the evenin g, and 
we had a good t ime. But 6ur fin an ­
c ial t rouble is not over. The s trug ­
gle goes on, s ince p rices are always 
ris ing. ( Our prin ting cos ts j us t  
wen t up again ! ) But t he benefit did 
help tremendously . 

So for thos e of you who did at tend, 
t hanks ag ain for s upportin g your al­
t ern ative news paper. We do need it. 
For t hose who couldn ' t  make it, 
t here ' s  a l ways time t o  make a con tri ­
but ion t o  t he P- A, o r  pick up a Pos t 
s ubs cript ion, ·or even wear a nifty 
P-A t - s hirt . Als o, keep t he feed ­
back coming. Let us know what you 
think of t he P - A  and what you would 
like to s ee print ed. News tips are 
helpful, too. 

Keep up t h� �ood work : it helps � e  

- - Michael 

publicity. The employee told Pos t 
s t affer Nels on that it "woul dn ' t  do 
you any good" to write a s tory about 
receiving a s ubpoen a and "goin g up t o  
C hic ago to tel l your big s tory. " 

But a lot of people have as ked what 
ever happen ed to the complain t again s t 
Campbell ; t hat ' s  why t his s tory is 
here. As t he Inquiry Board employee 
t old Nels on, "Thes e t hin g s  t ake t ime, 
and we haven ' t  forgot ten you. The 
Board has met about your complaint and 
dis cus s ed it, but I c an ' t  t ell you 
what t his t es timony is about . " • 

No would-be artists 
in mq courtroom! 

Post -Amerikan reporters Dave Nelson and 
Tom Pouliot didn ' t  get to watch but 
five minutes of Morris Carwile ' s  bench 
trial Sept . 1, 19

.78, before Judge Keith 
Campbe ll threw them out . 

Pouliot , who can ' t  draw a bird on a 
mailbox , was sketching a witness from 
the State Crime Laboratory ,  and the 
judge didn ' t  like it . Campbell inter­
rupte d the witness and told Tom that he 
could sketch anyone he liked so long as 
it wasn ' t  in the courtroom . 

At the end of his speech , Campbell told 
.the bailiff to remove Pouliot .  When 
Tom asked if he could s tay if he agreed 
to stop sketching , the judge said no . 

When Dave left with Tom , the bailiff 
locked the doors behind them ,  refusing 
to let either reporter back in . The 
bailiff said he didn ' t  know whether 
Judge Campbell ' s  order included Dave or 
not ,  but he wasn ' t  taking any chances 
with dangerous potential artists . 

Late r ,  the bailiff also refused entry 
to an employee of one o f  the defense 
attorneys . Judge Campbe ll approved the 
bailiff ' s  action afterwards . 

In their complaint to the Judicial 
Inquiry Board , Dave and Tom said ,  "We 
want to ob ject  as strongly as possible 
to Judge Campbell ' s  arbitrary exclusion 
of the press  and the public from the 
courts . "• 

mon ic a .  Pet e  performed s ome ins pirin g  .. ���....-����������----------------------------------.......................... iiiiiiiiiii 
revolutionary s on g s ,  l ike "An archy" � � 
and an an ti- nuke s on g. He generat ed i( 
s ome fun s ing- alon g s  with his perfor - iC 
mance. iC 
Wil l y  Berry was t he s econd en t ert ain ­
er of the evenin g .  Wil ly ' s rockin ' 
bea t and fine s ound in s p ired many 
fol ks t o  move t heir feet . B y  this 
time, the benefit was really comin g 
a l ive, with l ot s  of fol ks coming in, 
s ome wearin g new l y  purchas ed P- A 
t - s hirt s .  Some of us Pos t folk were 
gettin g  a chanc e  to t a l k  to the 
peop l e  who'd come t o  s upport the 
paper. 

Before the s t art of the hea d l inin g 
band, I t ook the s t age to give a 
brief rap ab out the P- A, t o  s how 
off our s hirt s ,  and to plead for new 
s ub s cription s .  I als o s ug ges t ed 
how P - A  readers can become more in ­
vol ved with their a l t ern at ive news ­
p aper. 

A l es h a  then c ap t ured everyone's a t ­
t en t i on with thei r dyn amite j azz­
rock . The b and's en j oyab l e  mus ic 
moved many peop l e  to dance . - Not 
much s pace was was t ed as thos e  who 
h a d  to s t aff the door made good us e 
of the fl oor around them and p ro­
ceeded to dan c e ,  too . 

I rea l l y erij oyed how rel axed the 
dancin g  was .  A lot of peop l e  s eem ­
ed rea l un- coupled, and when we too·k 
to the dan ce fl oor, we a l l  danced to­
geth er .  W e  made up differen t kin ds 
of s win g dancin g , going from per s on 
to per s on - - very neat. 
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Veda Br own 

Jan Rimbey Michael  Thomas, 
Owner & M an ager 

• JEWELRY • CLOTHING 
• PARAPHE:l!INALIA • MUSIC 
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* We a r e  n o  l o n g e r  a n  a d u l t  b o o k  sto re , b u t a wo r l d  f o r  a d ult s . * 

�fflill&�tll�ll"lllli/lt·t11i·,•l••:t11111f.1Wlllit!D 

. IRW.l.fl.lfl. til .,f11/. (Jll.l[lllR.f; IJllTlllJ.fl;. 
We have a large selecti on of marital aids plus ga mes 

and gag gifts for most occasions. 

• Also 15 individ ual movie roo ms * 

Having a party? Need a game or fi I m?. 

We have 8 mm & Super 8 mm fi lms for sal e  or rent.  

xxx 
S orry , you mu st 

be 19 years ol d 

9 -9 M o n . - Th u r s .  

9 - M i d n i t e  Fr i .  & S a t . 

L . . 420 N .  MADI SO N BLO O M I N GTON 
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